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Na tu re jo ined the Our My thi cal Chil dho od pro gram me al re ady back in 2015, du ring the work on the ap pli ca tion for the ERC Con so li da tor

Grant. Or ra ther: Na tu re of fi cial ly jo ined the pro gram me then. For in fact she has al ways be en an in te gral part of chil dho od – and of co ur se 

in a na tu ral way. 

Whi le re flec ting on the Our My thi cal Na tu re sta ge of the pro ject, our fo cus was on envi ron men tal is su es; on Na tu re as an esca pist shel ter 

and an unta med spa ce, whe re Et in Ar ca dia ego re ver be ra tes stron gly; on the mo tif of the “other ness”, on the in di vi du als “not fit ting” in to 

a com mu ni ty, and on di sa bi li ties; on the me aning of land sca pes; on the hu man be ing as a bio lo gic en ti ty; and on fa cing il l nes ses and na tu ral

di sa sters. We al so in ten ded to re con si der the pa ra do xi cal ac cul tu ra tion of chil dren via Na tu re as a the me of works pre pa red by au thors the world

over for a young pu blic. Then, ri ght after we star ted our re se arch for this sta ge, the cli ma te cri sis re ve aled it self in full for ce, thus ma king us 

lo ok at our Ar ca dias from a new per spec ti ve.
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We we re to me et in War saw in May 2020 for a con fe ren ce sum ma ri zing this sta ge of the pro ject, one to be held un der the ban ner Our My thi cal
Na tu re: The Clas sics and Envi ron men tal Is su es in Chil dren’s and Young Adults’ Cul tu re. And then, ri ght in the thick of all the
lo gi stics sur ro un ding the event, in Fe bru ary that year the co ro na vi rus pan de mic bro ke out and yet ano ther pa in ful per spec ti ve ma ni fe sted it self.
The who le world is still fa cing this ter ri ble chal len ge, so, li ke eve ry bo dy el se, we are try ing to pro ce ed as best as po ssi ble in the cur rent cir cum stan -
ces, and in gra ti tu de for the ama zing ef forts from ma ny work gro ups, star ting with he al th ca re pro fes sio nals who gi ve us the chan ce to car ry on.
Ha ving ad ju sted to the new sa fe ty ru les, the scho ols’ en de avo ur Na tu rae co gno sce re cau sas has be en com ple ted thanks to the exem pla ry 
en ga ge ment of the te achers and stu dents par ti ci pa ting in this ven tu re (see p. 47). The sa me at ti tu de has bro ught to fru ition the Eco lo gy edi tion
of the vi deo com pe ti tion for ele men ta ry and high -scho ol stu dents (see p. 49). In the last days of Sep tem ber we are me eting on li ne for the Our
My thi cal Na tu re con fe ren ce, with “li ve” di scus sions open to eve ry bo dy, and the lec tu res pla ced on our YouTu be chan nel
(http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/our-mythical-nature-lectures). This is not com pa ra ble to tra di tio nal me etings, of co ur se, but when we lo ok on 
the bri ght si de of such a for mat, we see it pro vi des equ al op por tu ni ties for all tho se in te re sted in the to pic to par ti ci pa te and/or li sten to the talks 
at any co nve nient ti me, from any part of the glo be. 
The expe rien ces of the last years ha ve al so ma de us li sten to Na tu re mo re at ten ti ve ly, as evi den ced in the re se arch re sults of the Our My thi cal
Com mu ni ty. Her vo ice is po wer ful and re so na tes over all the epochs, from An ti qu ity until our ti mes. It is cru cial to lend Na tu re our ears 
and li ve up to Her mes sa ge that has long sha ped the world and its ma ster pie ces – tho se of hu man cul tu re, too. As one of the Po ets re mar ked
– one in de ed wor thy of the ca pi tal P, li ke Ho mer, even if he ori gi na ted not from Gre ece, but from di stant Strat ford -upon -Avon – then we will
find “ton gu es in tre es, bo oks in the run ning bro oks, / Ser mons in sto nes, and go od in eve ry thing”. This I wish for all of us. 

Ka ta rzy na Mar ci niak 
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Je rzy Axer

Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les”, Uni ver si ty of War saw

axer@al.uw.edu.pl

Re ading from Ge ne sis (3:1–24) for Ani mals

Ru dy ard Ki pling’s sto ry “How Fe ar Ca me” from The Se cond 

Jun gle Bo ok expli ci tly ad dres ses the re ader with know led ge of

the Old Te sta ment. Whi le the ta le of the re la tion ship be twe en

Hu man kind and Na tu re in Ge ne sis is une qu ivo cal ly fo cu sed on

pe ople, the myth con struc ted by Ki pling is not an th ro po cen tric.

Ra ther, it trans forms the myth of the “Fall of Man“ in to a myth

of the “Fall of Ani mal“, and in this con text as si gns to hu mans 

the ro le of an in stru ment of Di vi ne punishment. The tra di tio nal

myth of the Lost Pa ra di se is sup plan ted by the qu estion of why

ani mals suf fer be cau se of the sin of Adam and Eve, which 

in turn ra ises the qu estion of what law can sa ve the ani mal

world from extinc tion and how such a law sho uld be in scri bed

in the future hu man le gi sla tion.
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Ra chel Bry ant Da vies

Scho ol of Lan gu ages, Lin gu istics and Film, Qu een Ma ry Uni ver si ty of Lon don

r.bry ant -da vies@qmul.ac.uk

“The fra il ty of sub lu na ry things”: Clas si cal Myth, 
Pe da go gi cal Me dia, and Mo ral Edu ca tion 
in the Eigh te enth and Ni ne te enth Cen tu ries

The na tu ral world and clas si cal my tho lo gy are clo se ly in ter lin ked with play -

ful pe da go gy. In ad di tion to my tho lo gi cal sto ries which in c lu ded aetio lo gi cal

expla na tions, Aesop’s Fa bles fe atu red in a ran ge of in te rac ti ve me dia such as

bo ard ga mes, jig saw puz zles, col lec ti ble tra de cards, and co lo uring bo oks,

whi le em blem bo oks com bi ned pic tu res (often of ani mals) with my thi cal sto -

ries and mo rals. Such edu ca tio nal bo oks, which drew he avi ly on clas si cal di -

vi ni ties and my tho lo gy, ada pted ear lier em ble ma ta and be stia ries spe ci fi cal ly

“for the in struc tion of youth”, and be ca me in cre asin gly ac ces si ble and af for -

da ble thro ugh the ni ne te enth cen tu ry.

“The fra il ty of sub lu na ry things” sug ge sts why An ti qu ity was per ce ived as so

ap pro pria te to mo ral edu ca tion. This was the fi nal chap ter he ading of a suc cess -

ful bo ok of Cho ice Em blems, Na tu ral, Hi sto ri cal, Fa bu lo us, Mo ral, and Di vi ne,

for the In struc tion of Youth. Writ ten

by John Hud dle sto ne Wyn ne in 1772,

it was suc ces si ve ly re is su ed by le ading

18th -cen tu ry Lon don -ba sed chil dren’s

pu bli shers, in c lu ding E. New be ry, 

and 19th-cen tu ry Ame ri can pu bli shers

(eg. New York: Ja mes Oram, 1814;

Phi la del phia: Sa mu el Wo od, 1815).

Wyn ne com bi ned fa ble and my tho lo gy,

in c lu ding aetio lo gies and de ta ils abo ut

clas si cal di vi ni ties from pan the ons, 

to pro vi de mo ral gu idan ce on a ran ge

of to pics from the mo re expec ted ca -

te go ries, such as “Fi lial Du ty”, “Wis dom” or “Tem pe ran ce”, to the per haps mo -

re in tri gu ing “Si len ce”, “Lost Re pu ta tion”, and the “Use of Ti me”. His

conc lu sion – re flec tions on mor ta li ty, tran sien ce, and Chri stian jud ge ment –

was promp ted by the em blem of an cient ru ins.

Clas si cal myth al so play ed a ma jor ro le in edu ca tion abo ut geo gra phy 

and the na tu ral world, par ti cu lar ly the con stel la tions: Wyn ne’s first pu bli sher

is su ed Ri ley’s Ce le stial Play ing Cards, en ti tled The Ce le stial Ga me, which 
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re -used the em blem -bo ok il lu stra tions, “af for ding a Di splay of the Mo dern

Astro no mi cal Sys tem, and of the He athen My tho lo gy”. Me an whi le, the na tu -

ral land sca pe and as so cia ted di sa sters (such as the erup tion of Ve su vius and

Et na) we re a ma jor fe atu re of to ur bo oks and ga mes, which pre sent an cient

myth and hi sto ry thro ugh the lens of mo dern geo gra phy and po li tics.

Ana ly sis of a ran ge of chil dren’s me dia de mon stra tes that the na tu ral world,

as se en in my ths, fa bles, and the land sca pe, was fre qu en tly used to explo re

the re la tion ship of hu mans both to the na tu ral world and to hu man so cie ty:

the em pha sis was most often on Ro man tic ru ins, po li ti cal re vo lu tion, and

mor ta li ty. I al so exa mi ne the im pli ca tions of the sta ted edu ca tio nal mo ti va tion

of the se in di vi du al gen res. For exam ple, Wyn ne’s Ce le stial Ga me was ad ver -

ti sed as “of the gre atest Uti li ty in all Scho ols we re [sic] the Clas sics are 

tau ght”, to pro mo te fa mi lia ri ty with “an cient Fa bles […] of the Gre ek and La -

tin po ets”, but it was li ke ly al so used in ho me scho ol ro oms. Other me dia,

such as Ma ria Hack’s Geo gra phi cal Pa no ra ma, pre sent clas si cal ru ins as re pre -

sen ta ti ve of the ir land sca pes, along si de and equ iva lent in sym bo lic po wer to,

for exam ple, po lar be ars and ti gers. The pre sen ce of clas si cal ma te rial in the se

di ver se me dia co nveys the extent to which my tho lo gy was em bed ded in eve ry-

day expe rien ce, often en co un te red in a dver ten tly. Such exam ples the re fo re

epi to mi ze the vi tal ro le of ephe me ral ma te rial in clas si cal re cep tion.

Kri sh ni Burns

De part ment of Clas sics and Me di ter ra ne an Stu dies, 

Uni ver si ty of Il li no is Chi ca go

ksburns@uic.edu

My thi cal Sky sca pes: Con stel la tion 
My ths in Edu ca tio nal Pic tu re Bo oks

This pa per ana ly zes the ways that edu ca tio nal pic tu re bo oks abo ut astro no -

my aimed a pri ma ry scho ol chil dren (ages 6–12) con struct the ni ght sky as a

sky sca pe of di dac tic ima ge ry that re in for ces the re ader’s con nec tion to a glo -

bal past. Con stel la tion myth su rveys tend to em pha si ze the in te rac tions be -

twe en con stel la tions in both the ir text and il lu stra tions. The ten den cy cre ates

a sky sca pe of myth that is both co he si ve and con stant. The con stan cy of the

stars be co me a link be twe en the my tho lo gi cal past and the re ader’s pre sent.

Tho se bo oks that in tro du ce my ths from non -clas si cal tra di tions em pha si ze 

the si mi la ri ties in how non -clas si cal my ths and clas si cal my ths in ter pret 

the stel lar pat terns. As a re sult, the se col lec tions pre sent a sky sca pe that trans -

cends ti me and spa ce, lin king the re ader’s tran sient expe rien ce of the ni ght

sky with a uni ver sal who le. 
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Véro ni que Da sen

Fa cul ty of Hu ma ni ties, Uni ver si ty of Fri bo urg / ERC Locus Ludi 

ve ro ni que.da sen@unifr.ch 

From Gre ek Amu lets 
to Con tem po ra ry Je wel le ry: 
The Se cret Agen cy of Na tu re and Ani mals in the Li fe Cyc le
of Young In di vi du als 

An cient Gre ek charms are com po sed

of sets or clu ster of amu lets with re -

gu lar ele ments re flec ting sym bo lic

re la tions be twe en young in di vi du -

als, girls and boys, and the na tu ral

world, plants and ani mals. This pa -

per will de con struct the ir me ta pho -

ric cor re spon dan ces and re flect on

si mi lar con nec tions to be fo und in

con tem po ra ry je wel le ry re la ting to

the li fe cyc le of young in di vi du als.

Su san De acy

Scho ol of Hu ma ni ties, Uni ver si ty of Ro ehamp ton

s.de acy@ro ehamp ton.ac.uk

“Her cu les […] went out to a qu iet pla ce and sat, 
pon de ring” (Xe no phon, Me mo ra bi lia 2.1.21): What Hap -
pe ned He re and Why It “Spe aks” to Au ti stic Chil dren

On ce, ac cor ding to a sto ry told by So cra tes in Xe no phon’s Me mo ra bi lia, He -

ra kles re ached a cu rio us pla ce at a cros sro ads whe re he sat, pon de ring which

path – one of strug gle or one of ple asu re – to ta ke in li fe. This pa per explo -

res how, via a fo cus on how na tu re – both in re spect to the na tu ral world and

hu man na tu re – the epi so de can re so na te with au ti stic chil dren’s expe rien ces

in c lu ding aro und en te ring new spa ces, ma king 

cho ices and con cep tu ali sing cau sa li ty. I di scuss a set

of les sons I ha ve de ve lo ped for the Our My thi cal

Chil dho od pro ject, each fo cu sed aro und an aspect 

of the epi so de, each re la ting to a par ti cu lar aspect

of au ti stic chil dren’s expe rien ces, and each – li ke

Her cu les’s cho ice – con nec ting hard work and fun. 
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Ro bin Di ver

De part ment of Clas sics, An cient Hi sto ry and Ar cha eolo gy, 

Uni ver si ty of Bir ming ham

Robin.diver@hotmail.com

The Pro blem of Ani mals and Ra pe: 
Chil dren’s An tho lo gy Ada pta tions of the God Pan

The pre sen ta tion re gards the pro blem of ani mals and ra pe in chil dren’s an tho -

lo gy ada pta tions of the myth of the god Pan. Such ada pta tions are sup po se -

dly able to te ach the young re aders so me im por tant mo ral les son. 

The pre sen ta tion fo cu ses on one to -

pic that is un com for ta ble in this con -

text – the mo tif of se xu al as sault

which is at the sa me ti me po pu lar in

Gre ek my ths. How it can be ada pted

to the chil dren’s au dien ce? – this is

the qu estion I will try to fa ce, ta king

in to con si de ra tion the ima ge of Na -

tu re in the works for the youn gest. 

Ra imund Fich tel

De part ment of Gre ek and La tin Phi lo lo gy, 

Lu dwig Ma xi mi lian Uni ver si ty of Mu nich

ra imund.fich tel@klas sphil.uni -mu en chen.de

The Ve nus Grot to of Lu dwig II of Ba va ria – 
The Chil dho od Dre am of a Gen tle Ti be rius

No mo narch of the mo dern age em bo dies

so much the chil dho od dre am of re ali zed

fan ta sy and my tho lo gy as Lu dwig II of Ba -

va ria. In his bu il dings, far away from the

go vern ment ci ty of Mu nich, in the re mo te

and pic tu re sque al pi ne land sca pes of Ba -

va ria, “on mo un ta in he ights, sur ro un ded

by pu re ether”, the mo narch cre ated his

ve ry per so nal “Di sney land” as a my tho lo -

gi cal co un ter -world to a “ha ted ear th ly

world”. By do ing so, he not on ly ful fil led a

chil dho od dre am but al so has si gni fi can tly
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sha ped the ima gi na tions and fan ta sies of Ba va rian chil dren and thus of Ba -

va rian iden ti ty as such.

His “li ve ly” ima gi na tion, which he com bi nes with a hi gh ly sen si ti ve fe eling for

art, but at the sa me ti me his fe ar of pe ople and aver sion to pro sa ic re ali ty

pro ve him to a cer ta in extent to be a mo dern re pre sen ta ti ve of a Su eto nian

cha rac ter pro fi le, as can be fo und in his Ti be rius and/or Ne ro, but in a non -vio -

lent and gen tle ver sion.

The fact that not on ly his cha rac ter, but al so his ar chi tec tu re and sta ging of na tu -

re are re mi ni scent of an cient mo tifs, will be de mon stra ted by his be lo ved Ve nus

Grot to at Lin der hof Pa la ce, which Lu dwig II had be en lon ging for sin ce his youth.

Eli za beth Ha le

Scho ol of Arts, Uni ver si ty of New En gland

eha le@une.edu.au

Wi ti Ihi ma era’s Wha le Ri der and the Ulys ses of the Pa ci fic

In 1986, the Māori no ve list Wi ti Ihi ma era was wor king in New York. His apart -

ment over lo oked the Hud son Ri ver, then ve ry pol lu ted. A wha le ma de its way

in to the ri ver, to the asto ni sh ment of

New Yor kers: “So me pe ople tho ught

the wha le had lost its way. As for

me, I was re al ly over whel med with

aro ha, lo ve: that wha le had co me to

say hel lo. It had co me thro ugh all

that pan go [pol lu ted dark] stuff to

tell me that al tho ugh I was li ving on

the other si de of the world I was not

for got ten. Fil led with gra ti tu de [...] 

I wro te the no vel, which ta kes pla ce in New Ze aland, on the other si de of the

world. In de ed, I was able to wri te the bo ok at asto ni shing spe ed; that’s what

in spi ra tion do es to you” (Witi Ihimaera, “Author Notes”, The Whale Rider,

Auckland: Penguin, 2003). 

Wha le Ri der was pu bli shed in 1987. It ada pts the Māori myth of Pa ikea, the

an ce stor of the Nga ti Po rou pe ople (of the East Co ast of New Ze aland’s North

Is land), who ca me to New Ze aland on the back of a wha le, all the way from

Ha wa iki, the le gen da ry first ho me of all Po ly ne sian pe ople. In Wha le Ri der, 

a girl na med Pa ikea re -enacts the myth, sa ving wha les from be aching them se -

lves on the co ast, and in do ing so, bre athing new li fe in to her vil la ge.
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Run ning thro ugh Wha le Ri der is a pro fo und sen se of no stos – that sen se of the

lon ging for ho me, for the way things used to be – that dri ves much me aning ful

li te ra tu re – not le ast the Odys sey of Ho mer. And Pa ikea is the “Pa ci fic ver sion of

Ulys ses”, sta tes Ihi ma era, but whe re Ulys ses used bo ats to cross the Me di ter ra -

ne an, Pa ikea ro de the wha le thro ugh the wild se as of the So uthern He mi sphe -

re. The re’s much to con si der in thin king abo ut Wha le Ri der as a mo dern ta ke on

a Pa ci fic Ulys ses – the pa ral lels be twe en Clas si cal and Pa ci fic my ths, the re pre -

sen ta tion of ani mals and mon sters of the sea, the re pre sen ta tion of the he ro as

able to com mu ni ca te with, and pro tect, the lar gest cre atu res of the sea. As a

true mo dern he ro, Pa ikea brings her com mu ni ty back in to ba lan ce with na tu re. 

Edith Hall

De part ment of Clas sics, King’s Col le ge Lon don

edith.hal l4@btin ter net.com

Mu scu lar Chri stian Clas si cism: Na tu re, Ra ce 
and (An ti -)Scien ce in Char les King sley’s The Wa ter Ba bies

King sley’s clas sic no vel for boys and youths is ro uti ne ly in ter pre ted as a po -

le mic aga inst the in hu ma ne use of chil dren in the chim ney swe eping se rvi ce

in du stry of mid -Vic to rian Bri ta in. But a

clo se re ading, sen si ti ve to its rich use

of an cient Gre ek phi lo so phi cal and li te -

ra ry so ur ces, espe cial ly Ho mer, Pla to,

and Lu cian, re ve als that it is al so a pa -

sto ra list la ment for the ef fects of the in -

du strial re vo lu tion on the envi ron ment

and a sa ti re on con tem po ra ry Na tu ral

Scien ce. A par ti cu lar tar get is the evo -

lu tio na ry ide as of Char les Dar win, and

the chal len ges they pre sen ted to a vi ri -

le “mu scu lar” Chri stia ni ty fo un ded not

on ly on a spi ri tu al be lief in the excep -

tio nal sta tus of Ho mo sa piens but a eu -

ge nic ob ses sion with the whi te Ary an “ra ce”. Par ti cu lar ly im por tant keys 

to untan gling the ide olo gi cal con tra dic tions are King sley’s use of the my ths 

of Pro me theus and Atlan tis, of the Gre ek sea -di vi ni ties, Ne re ids, and ma ri ne

Ero tes, the tra ve lo gu es of the Odys sey and Lu cian’s True Hi sto ries, and the as -

sump tion of links be twe en the fa iry -worlds of Cel tic my tho lo gy and the nu -

mi no us na tu re gods of Gre ece.
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Owen Hod kin son

Fa cul ty of Arts, Hu ma ni ties and Cul tu res, Uni ver si ty of Le eds

o.d.hod kin son@le eds.ac.uk

Shag gy Dog Sto ries: Two No vels of Odys seys’ Dog Ar gos

This pa per will exa mi ne two con tem po ra ry no ve li stic re cep tions of the Odys -

sey for ol der pre -te ens and twe ens, both nar ra ted by Odys seus’ loy al dog Ar -

gos. Ralph Har dy’s Ar gos: The Sto ry of Odys seus as Told by his Loy al Dog

(2016, Har per Col lins) and Phi lip W. Simp son’s Ar gos: Loy al ty Has No Li mits

(2016, Mon th9Bo oks) sha re the sa me con ce it, and the re fo re ha ve iden ti cal

pro blems to re so lve in cre ating a suc cess ful nar ra ti ve. Ar gos in the Odys sey

is a mi nor cha rac ter, ab sent for most of the ac tion (both Odys seus’ ad ven tu res

away from Itha ca and most of the rest of the ac tion as well), and fa mo usly dies

in Bo ok 17, after a to uching reu nion with the re tur -

ned Odys seus. Ar gos’ know led ge of, and abi li ty

to nar ra te, the events of the Odys sey thus cre ates 

a chal len ge, and de spi te ma ny si mi la ri ties of con cept,

this chal len ge is de alt with in ve ry dif fe rent ways by

the two no vels’ nar ra ti ve tech ni qu es and fo cus.

Mar kus Jan ka

De part ment of Gre ek and La tin Phi lo lo gy, 

Lu dwig Ma xi mi lian Uni ver si ty of Mu nich

mar kus.jan ka@klas sphil.uni -mu en chen.de

“Mens an ti qua ma net” – “The Mind of Old Re ma ins”
(Ovid, Me ta mor pho ses 2.485): Hu ma ni zed Ani mals 
in Ovid’s Me ta mor pho ses and Con tem po ra ry Chil dren’s
and Young Adults’ Li te ra tu re

One par ti cu lar ly thril ling

aspect of the my thi cal na -

tu re as it is con ce ived and

por tray ed in pro to -phan -

ta stic an cient epic po etry

are cre atu res who se hy -

brid sta tus is cau sed by

the trans for ma tion of the ir

bo dies. In the Odys sey,

com ra des of the he ro are
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trans for med in to pigs un der the spell of the de ity and sor ce ress Cir ce: so, as

Ho mer puts it, “that of pigs we re the ir he ads and the ir vo ices and the ir sha -

pe, but the ir mind re ma ined in tact as it we re be fo re” (Ho mer, Odys sey

10.239–240). This stri king or even ni ght ma rish am bi gu ity se ems to ha ve had,

as I want to ar gue in this pa per, a strong im pact on the psy cho lo gy of trans -

for med hu man be ings in Ovid’s Me ta mor pho ses. From Ho mer Ovid bor ro wed

the con cept of an ani mal’s or tree’s mind as a trans for med hu man one. For this

phe no me non Ovid co ined the for mu la Mens an ti qua ma net (The mind of old 

re ma ins), which re fers to Cal li sto, who was trans for med in to a be ar by the je al-

o us Ju no. But Ovid’s idea of hu ma ni zed ani mals and tre es of that kind is ne ar ly

all -per va si ve in his epic po em on per ma nent chan ge, as exam ples li ke Da ph ne,

Io, Ac ta eon, Ga lan this, Myr r ha, Ma ca reus, and others show. 

This pa per fol lows the tra ces of Ovid’s “my tho po esis” of a na tu re tho ro ugh -

ly unsta ble and fond of ubi qu ito us “in no va tion”, cf. 8.189 na tu ra mque no vat

(na tu re is in ven ted anew by him), re fer ring to the avia tion pio ne er Da eda lus,

tem po ra ri ly trans for ming him self and his son in to birds. I will stu dy the fa cets

of the hy brid psy cho lo gy of hu ma ni zed ani mals and tre es in the Me ta mor -

pho ses and the ir post mo der ni stic re vi val in the re mar ka bly so phi sti ca ted 

ada pta tions The Pig Scrolls. By Gryl lus the Pig (2004) and The Pig Who Sa ved

the World (2006) by the En glish chil dren’s au thor Paul Ship ton (b. 1963).

Ka ta rzy na Je rzak

In sti tu te of Mo dern Lan gu ages, Po me ra nian Uni ver si ty in Słupsk

ka sia je rzak@gma il.com

A De ad Bird and a Ce no taph: Echo es of An ti qu ity 
in Ja nusz Kor czak’s King Matt on the De sert Is land (1923)
and Mar ga ret Wi se Brown’s The De ad Bird (1938)

Al most eve ry adult re mem bers bu ry ing a de ad bird as a child. In my ana ly sis 

of Ja nusz Kor czak’s sta ging of exi le and mo ur ning in King Matt on the De sert 

Is land, and in Mar ga ret Wi se Brown’s re pre sen ta tion of mo ur ning and ri tu al in

her bo ok The De ad Bird, I de mon stra te how chil dren’s li te ra tu re tra ces the after -

li fe of an cient forms, espe cial ly af fec ti ve ly char ged ones (akin to Aby War burg’s

no tion of Pa thos for meln). In the back gro und of my in qu iry are the fi gu res of

An ti qu ity such as An ti go ne and An dro ma -

che. The ce no taph em bo dies the ten sion

be twe en the phy si cal mar ker of de ath 

(the en tomb ment of the de ad bird) and the

ar chae olo gy of af fect (the mo ur ning for the

de ad pa rents) whi le the to pos of the de ad

bird echo es the no tion of me ta mor pho sis.

16



Jan Kie nie wicz

Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les”, Uni ver si ty of War saw

jot ka@al.uw.edu.pl

My tho -pic tu re: Com bi ning Myth and Na tu re 
in the Pa trio tic Land sca pe

I he re in try to pre sent the pro cess on ce

ta king pla ce be twe en Po les de pri ved of

the ir own sta te and the na tu ral envi ron -

ment con ce ived with pa trio tic at tach -

ment. I de scri be the land sca pe as a

pro cess that con nects cre ator with vie -

wer, thus for mu la ting the con cept of the

my tho -pic tu re as a mind cre ation ca ta ly -

zed by a li te ra ry work in con junc tion with

di sco ve ring the Mo ther land thro ugh

expe rien cing the land sca pe in the re al

re la tion ship be twe en the Po le and the

fo rest envi ron ment.

Prze my sław Kor dos

Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les”, Uni ver si ty of War saw 

pkor dos@al.uw.edu.pl

Low Fan ta sy, High Con scien ce: Eco lo gy 
in So me Exo mi me tic Worlds

J.R.R. Tol kien sha ped fan ta sy in to its mo dern form, along with the unam bi gu ous

at ti tu de to na tu re and with re jec ting – or igno ring – the idea of pro gress. So me

con tem po ra ry au thors chal len ged the co nven tion’s as sump tions by tar ge ting 

the se key ide as. They mo ved the ir worlds for ward, equ ip ping them with tech no -

lo gi cal ad van ces and eco lo gi cal di sa sters. I will ha ve a lo ok at three such au thors

who se works co uld be fi led un der the “low fan ta sy” sub gen re: Ki rill Eskov who

open ly de fied Tol kien in his The Last Ring be arer, N.K. Je mi sin, who in her award -

-win ning Bro ken Earth sa ga cre ated the pla net that ha tes hu mans, and Joe Aber -

crom bie who put his fan ta sy world (The First Law uni ver se) thro ugh a ful ly -fled ged

in du strial re vo lu tion, with its so cial as well as na tu ral con se qu en ces. I will ar gue

that such a mo ve ment di stan ces fan ta sy from its fa iry -ta le/my thi cal ori gins whi le

it brings this gen re clo ser to other spe cu la ti ve fic tion gen res, whe re worlds and

plots play a ro le of men tal tra ining gro unds for va rio us ide as from “our” re ali ty.
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Ka ro li na An na Kul pa
Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les”, Uni ver si ty of War saw
k.kul pa@al.uw.edu.pl

An ti qu ity Fla vo urs in the Li te ra ry Cu isi ne 
of Mał go rza ta Mu sie ro wicz

Me als we re one of the im por tant aspects of the li ves of the an cient Gre ek and
Ro man gods, he ro es, and or di na ry pe ople. As Epi cu rus is be lie ved to ha ve 
sa id in the 3rd cen tu ry be fo re Christ: “The fo un ta in and ro ot of eve ry go od is
the ple asu re of the sto mach: and all -wi se ru les, and all su per flu ous ru les, 
are me asu red ali ke by this stan dard” (Athe na eus, De ip no so phi sts, 7.11, trans. via
Per seus Pro ject, ed. Hen ry G. Bohn). And the “Lu cul lan ba nqu ets” or ga ni zed
by a Ro man po li ti cian and de scri bed by Plu tarch (Plut., Lu cul lus, 40–41) be -
ca me even pro ver bial. In my ths, we can find in for ma tion abo ut am bro sia and
nec tar pro vi ding im mor ta li ty and eter nal youth to the gods, abo ut a gol den
ap ple of the Eris, which be ca me the spi ri tus mo vens of the Tro jan War, and the
fru its gu ar ded by He spe ri des, abo ut the po me gra na te se eds eaten by Per se -
pho ne, or abo ut a cor nu co pia cre ated by Zeus from the horn of go at – Amal -
thea. In turn, the co ok bo ok by Api cius, which has su rvi ved to con tem po ra ry
ti mes, shows how unu su al, from our per spec ti ve, of co ur se, co uld ha ve be en
the me als of the ri cher so cial stra ta of Ro man so cie ty. Exqu isi te me at di shes,

in c lu ding a dish from ostrich and tur nip, pa ti na with pi ne nuts, fried ar ti cho -
kes, and car rots with ga rum are on ly a few of the re ci pes from this work from
the 2nd cen tu ry after Christ.
The re is no de ny ing that in the mo dern world, eating and pre pa ring me als is
al so an im por tant aspect of eve ry hu man be ing’s li fe. Ho we ver, is it po ssi ble
to com bi ne co oking with edu ca tion on the cul tu re and hi sto ry of an cient 
Gre ece and Ro me? In my spe ech, I wo uld li ke to pro ve that the an swer to this
qu estion is: of co ur se, it is. 
An exam ple of such a re cep tion of An ti qu ity can be gi ven by the works 
of Mał go rza ta Mu sie ro wicz, a wri ter, gra phic de si gner, and, li ke me, a na ti ve
Po znaƒ ci ti zen, who for over 40 years has be en cre ating a se ries of hu mo r-
o us no vels en ti tled Je ̋ y cja da [Je ̋ y ciad]
(the ti tle was cre ated on the pat tern of
the na me of one of Po znaƒ di stricts – 
Je ̋ y ce, in which the plot is set, and Ho -
mer’s Iliad). 
As the no ve list her self ad mit ted, La tin
has be en con stan tly pre sent in her li fe,
from an ear ly age, so it is no won der that
the ma in cha rac ters of Je ̋ y ciad, the Bo -
rej kos, use this lan gu age in eve ry day li fe.
Fur ther mo re, the he ad of the fa mi ly 
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and one of his fo ur dau gh ters are clas si cal phi lo lo gi sts. An cient cul tu re is al so
“pre sent” in the me als pre pa red by Bo rej kos, who na med pan ca kes with che ese
and ap ple des sert in ho nor of Aspa sius of Mi let and He spe ri des. Mu sie ro wicz
gi ves pre ci se in di ca tions for the re aders to re pro du ce the se di shes, and at the
sa me ti me, she brings clo ser a bio gra phy or a sum ma ry of the myth to which
the na me of the me al re fers. Apart from the Je ̋ y ciad cyc le, the au thor has 
al so writ ten se ve ral bo oks with re ci pes (Ła such li te rac ki [Li te ra ry Glut ton],
1995; Na Gwiazd k´ [For Chri st mas], 2007; Mu sie ro wicz dla za ko cha nych 
[Mu sie ro wicz for Lo vers], 2008), of which I wo uld li ke to fo cus on Ca łu ski Pa ni
Dar ling [Mrs. Dar ling’s Kis ses] (1995). This is not a ty pi cal co ok bo ok for chil dren
(and adults of co ur se), but ra ther a se ries of sto ries abo ut va rio us cha rac ters
from chil dren’s and young adult li te ra tu re, in c lu ding tho se my tho lo gi cal and 
hi sto ri cal ones from an cient Gre ece and Ro me, di sco ve red du ring pri ma ry scho ol
edu ca tion. In the bo ok, we will find re ci pes for des serts re fer ring to Fi ve Chil dren
and It by Edith Nes bit, The Six Bul ler by Chil dren by Astrid Lind gren, 
and The Ad ven tu res of Tom Sa wy er by Mark Twa in, but al so such di shes as a sa lad
for Po se idon, so up of he ro He rac les or len tils of Dio ge nes. The au thor do es not try
to re con struct an cient re ci pes, but what is extre me ly in te re sting, she cre ates cha -
rac ters’ cha rac te ri stics and tries to pre sent them in this dish, for exam ple, 
she re com mends oran ge -ho ney -pop py se eds co okies “Hyp nos” be fo re bed ti me,
and the bi scu its of Xan thip pe, So cra tes’ wi fe, are ma de of onions be cau se they
must be “spi cy as the pro ta go nist’s ton gue and as bur ning as her tho ughts” (ibi dem).

The com bi na tion of an cient cul tu re with ty pi cal ly Po lish pro ducts in the form
of re ci pes ac ces si ble to the re ader re sults that Mał go rza ta Mu sie ro wicz’s
works ha ve an un do ub ted edu ca tio nal va lue and are a ra ther unu su al exam -
ple of the con tem po ra ry re cep tion of An ti qu ity. That is why I in vi te you to ta -
ke a trip to the au thor’s li te ra ry cu isi ne to get to know the my tho lo gi cal na tu re
in its cu li na ry aspect. 

Chri stian La es
Scho ol of Arts, Lan gu ages and Cul tu res, 
Uni ver si ty of Man che ster
chri stian.la es@man che ster.ac.uk

An ti qu ity’s Chil dho od and Toys 
in Al fre do Bar to li’s 
“Fi lius ad Ma trem Re ver sus” (1950)

In the ro man tic and no stal gic Neo -La tin po etry
of Gio van ni Pa sco li (1855–1912) the “po etics 
of the child” (po eti ca del fan ciul li no) ha ve play ed
a cen tral ro le. The sa me ap plies to his suc ces sors,
among whom Al fre do Bar to li (1872–1954)
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stands out as a po et ce le bra ting chil dho od par excel len ce. In this chap ter, I ana -
ly ze Bar to li’s de eply to uching “Fi lius ad Ma trem Re ver sus”, which was awar -
ded ma gna laus in the Cer ta men Ho euf ftia num of 1950. In an envi ron ment
torn by the ca la mi ties of war fa re, this po em be au ti ful ly brings to ge ther 
tho ughts on the na tu re of chil dho od, an cient ima gi na ry of toys, play and the
charm of chil dren, with the con tem po ra ry expe rien ce of a mo ther pre ma tu re ly
lo sing her child and de plo ring her lo ne ly con di tion at Chri st mas Eve. 

He len Lo vatt
De part ment of Clas sics and Ar cha eolo gy, Uni ver si ty of Not tin gham
he len.lo vatt@not tin gham.ac.uk

Ber nard Evslin and the Cla shing Rocks

The Cla shing Rocks are a cen tral part of the
myth of Ja son and the Ar go nauts. They sym -
bo li se the im por tan ce of land sca pe in con -
struc ting nar ra ti ve and sha ping ima ges of
jo ur neys thro ugh both spa ce and ti me. This
pa per lo oks at the Ar go naut re tel ling of Ber -
nard Evslin, a well -known Ame ri can wri ter for

chil dren and young adults (Ja son and the Ar go nauts, New York, 1986, ill. Bert
Do dson) and explo res his use of the Cla shing Rocks to think abo ut the re la -
tion ship be twe en myth and the na tu ral world. Evslin’s idio syn cra tic re tel ling
gi ves the Cla shing Rocks not just mo ve ment but al so sen tien ce and agen cy.
After Ja son bra ve ly tricks the rocks in to sma shing each other to pie ces, a stray
rock be co mes his fa ith ful fol lo wer. Evslin fre qu en tly blurs to ge ther dif fe rent 
ca te go ries, such as di vi ne and mor tal, tech no lo gy and the na tu ral world, 
ani mal and hu man. What  mi ght in i tial ly se em li ke whim si cal, if dark, plays
on tra di tions of in ter pre ting my thi cal na tu re, re ve als com plex and tho ught -
-pro vo king sys tems of ima ge ry. 

Nick Lo we
De part ment of Clas sics, Roy al Hol lo way, Uni ver si ty of Lon don
n.lo we@rhul.ac.uk

What Is It Li ke to Be an Ele phant?

Si mon Flynn has ar gu ed that ani mal sto ries al low young
re aders to explo re the bo un da ries of the hu man, whi le
si mul ta ne ously en co ding adult hu man in sti tu tions
which cre ate dif fe ren tia ted ca te go ries of in com ple te
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per son ho od such as sla ve ry, class, gen der, and chil dho od it self. This tra di tion
is usu al ly if so me ti mes sim pli sti cal ly tra ced back to two in ter wo ven strands
in clas si cal li te ra tu re: the Aeso pic tra di tion in which ani mals are po sses sed of
fan ta sti cal ly an th ro po mor phic minds, and ta les of me ta mor pho sis from Ho mer
to Apu le ius in which hu man minds are trap ped or dis so lved in ani mal bo dies.
But at tempts in myth to ima gi ne ani mals’ own con scio usness and its dif fe ren -
ces from hu man co gni tion (as Tho mas Na gel in vi ted us to do for bats) are
mo re li mi ted and tend to be na tu ra li stic ra ther than fan ta stic, as in the Odys -
sey’s sce nes of hu man in te rac tion with ca ni ne minds.
Mo dern ani mal sto ries of An ti qu ity fill this gap by re fra ming the he ro ic ca no -
ni ci ty of myth and hi sto ry from the po int of view of part -an th ro po mor phi zed
be asts, whe re the Odys sey has be en a pri me text for such re fra mings: She ila
Mur na ghan (2015) and Mar kus Jan ka (in this vo lu me) ha ve di scus sed Paul
Ship ton’s sa ti ri cal no ve li za tions of Plu tarch’s Gryl lus gi ving a pig’s -eye view,
and Owen Hod kin son in this vo lu me two ca ni ne re tel lings. I want to extend
this co nver sa tion to two of the stran gest works of an cient -hi sto ri cal fic tion:
con si de ring two no vels for young re aders nar ra ting first -per son ani mal per -
spec ti ves on an cient war fa re and em pi re: Er nest Moss’s Han ni bal’s Last Ele -
phant (1980), which re co unts the Se cond Pu nic War from the per spec ti ve of
Su rus the war -ele phant, and Ka the ri ne Ro berts’ I Am the Gre at Hor se (2007),
which tells Bu ce pha las’ sto ry of Ale xan der.

Ka ta rzy na Mar ci niak
Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les”, Uni ver si ty of War saw
ka mar@al.uw.edu.pl

Ge ralt on Cli ma te Stri kes: An cient Mo tifs 
and Eco lo gy in An drzej Sap kow ski’s Short -Sto ries 
of the Wit cher Cyc le

In the De cem ber 1986 is sue of the Po lish cult ma ga zi ne Fan ta sty ka, re aders
met for the first ti me a pro ta go nist who was sa id to ha ve co me “from the north,
from Ro pers Ga te. He ca me on fo ot, le ading his la den hor se by the bri dle”.
So on he was to chan ge not on ly the li te ra ry, 
but al so the cul tu ral land sca pe of Po land – 
and bey ond. His na me was Ge ralt, and he was
a pro fes sio nal mon ster slay er – a wit cher
(wiedê min), to use the neo lo gism co ined by his
cre ator An drzej Sap kow ski. Wiedê min is al so 
the ti tle of the short -sto ry that ga ve Ge ralt his
de but – one awar ded third pri ze in Fan ta sty ka’s
1986  li te ra ry com pe ti tion. 
To day The Wit cher uni ver se is a trans me dial
phe no me non. Be si des the bo oks trans la ted in to
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se ve ral lan gu ages, the re are co mics, ga mes (in c lu ding the be st sel ling vi deo
ga mes that bo osted Ge ralt’s po pu la ri ty worl dwi de), a Po lish se ries, a Net flix
se ries (its se cond se ason abo ut to start), fan art, mer chan di se, etc. In this rich
col lec tion with each sin gle ob ject be ing a po ten tial re se arch sub ject, I wish to
fo cus on eco lo gi cal the mes that had be en cru cial to Sap kow ski’s wri ting long
be fo re the sta te of Na tu re be ca me a mat ter of ge ne ral con cern for so cie ties
worl dwi de and be fo re the Cas san dric war nings is su ed by the most com mit -
ted ac ti vi sts and scien ti sts be gan co ming true ever mo re ra pi dly to cul mi na -
te to day. 
I tra ce Sap kow ski’s re fe ren ces to Gre ek and Ro man my tho lo gy in the two 
vo lu mes of the Wit cher short -sto ries. This is a ra ther aty pi cal ap pro ach, be cau se
Clas si cal An ti qu ity is usu al ly di smis sed in di scus sions on Sap kow ski’s oeu vre,
with the fo cus be ing ra ther on Sla vic, Cel tic, and Ger ma nic my tho lo gies 
and the Ar thu rian le gends as the ma jor so ur ces of his in spi ra tion. In fact, 
one do es not exc lu de the other. On the con tra ry, they work to ge ther thro ugh
the ta lent of the wri ter, who al so draws from the hi sto ri cal tra di tion and 
po pu lar cul tu re of the 1980s, and all this ma kes his fan ta sy world par ti cu lar ly
rich and mul ti di men sio nal. Mo re over, his eco lo gi cal mes sa ge the re by be co mes
de eply po ignant and re so nant, espe cial ly in ti mes as ours, when – as was
the lot of Ge ralt and his my thi cal com pa nions (a si ren, dry ads, and a si lva nus)
– “so me thing ends, so me thing be gins” be fo re our ve ry ey es. 

Li sa Mau ri ce
De part ment of Clas si cal Stu dies, Bar -Ilan Uni ver si ty
li sa.mau ri ce@biu.ac.il

The God Pan in Chil dren’s Fic tion and Cul tu re

From his clas si cal ro ots, Pan de ve lo -
ped in the Edwar dian pe riod in to an
im por tant fi gu re in the ide olo gy of
the ide ali sa tion of the ru ral land sca -
pe. Sin ce this was the age in which
chil dren’s li te ra tu re re al ly evo lved,
Pan al so en te red the pa ges of works
for chil dren. This pre sen ta tion tra ces
the al te ra tions and de ve lop ments 
in the por tray al of the god from 
the la te ni ne te enth cen tu ry until the
se cond de ca de of the twen ty -first,
hi gh li gh ting so me trends that can
be se en in the re cent re cep tions 
of Pan for chil dren. 
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An na Mik

Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les”, Uni ver si ty of War saw 

an na.m.mik@gma il.com

My thi cal La by rin thi ne Na tu re 
in Jan Baj tlik’s “Gre ek My ths and Ma zes””

A la by rinth is, as it was in clas si cal my tho lo gy, a hor ri fic, yet exci ting spa ce.

In its walls, a he ro ine or a he ro can find the ir sa lva tion, as well as the ir worst

ni ght ma re. It was exac tly the ca se of Har ry Pot ter in The Go blet of Fi re, 

whe re the pri ze of the to ur na ment (the ul ti ma te sym bol of vic to ry), pla ced in

the cen tre of the ma ze, led the young wi zard to his worst ene my and a de ath

of his friend. As such, a la by rinth can se rve as a me ta phor on ma ny dif fe rent

le vels – al so in the world of Our My thi cal Na tu re.

In Jan Baj tlik’s Gre ek My ths and Ma zes (Pol. Niç Ariad ny, 2018) a la by rinth is

in c lu ded in eve ry sto ry in the bo ok. The re ader is en co ura ged to en ter the

web full of sto ries known from the an cient world. One of the bo ards pre sents

Aeaea, the ma gi cal is land ru led by en chan tress Kir ke, vi si ted by Odys seus on

his way ho me to Itha ca. Re gar dless of pre sen ting the ac tu al sto ry, Baj tlik uses

this oc ca sion to show the my thi cal na tu re of the is land. The re aders not on ly

en ter the world of An ti qu ity, they al so im mer se in the my thi cal jun gle, full of

li ve ly gre ene ry and lions hid den in its sha de. The la by rin thi ne play turns in to

a li te ra ry ad ven tu re thanks to which one can le arn mo re than the ac tu al my -

tho lo gy and its wild na tu re.

The pre sen ta tion will fo cus on three lay ers of Baj tlik’s sto ry. First one wo uld

be the la by rinth as an ap pli ca ble me ta phor, which is in scri bed in each bo ard

in Gre ek My ths and Ma zes. Se cond wo uld be the en tan gled sto ry it self, told

in a non -de scrip ti ve and non -li ne ar way. Third and last one wo uld be na tu re

– how it is pre sen ted on Aeaea bo ard as well as on other pa ges. 

In conc lu sion, I will at -

tempt to find a com mon

gro und for all three com -

po nents of the bo ok. 
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She ila Mur na ghan
De part ment of Clas si cal Stu dies, Uni ver si ty of Pen n sy lva nia 

smur nagh@sas.upenn.edu

The Se cret Li ves of Tre es: Ta les of Na tu ral 
Trans for ma tion in Clas si cal My ths for Chil dren 

From the mid -19th cen tu ry on, the re tel ling of clas si cal my ths for child au -

dien ces has be en sha ped by ro man tic con cep tions of chil dren as espe cial ly at -

tu ned to both the ima gi na tion and the na tu ral world. Dra wing espe cial ly on

An ti qu ity’s rich le ga cy of my ths abo ut the trans for ma tion of hu mans in to

plants and ani mals, ada pters of an cient my ths ha ve pre sen ted the ir child 

re aders with a trans for med vi sion of the ir own sur ro un dings, in which na tu ral

fe atu res are ani ma ted by unse en spi rits and se rve as on go ing te sti mo ny to

my thi cal events; in this way, sto ries that de ri ve from a di stant and pa gan cul -

tu re are se cu la ri zed and ma de fa mi liar. In Na tha niel Haw thor ne’s pio ne ering

A Won der Bo ok (1851), the mo dern chil dren who are in tro du ced to clas si cal

my ths are si mul ta ne ously explo ring an idyl lic land sca pe in We stern Mas sa chu -

setts. The ir sto ry -tel ler con nects the two when he sug ge sts a my thi cal ori gin

for the excep tio nal vi vid ness of au tumn le aves in New En gland: “old King Mi -

das ca me to Ame ri ca and chan ged du sky au tumn, such as it is in other co un -

tries, in to the bur ni shed be au ty which 

it he re puts on”. Ano ther epi so de of the

Mi das myth, the often -told sto ry of how

Mi das’ bar ber re ve aled the se cret of his

as ses’ ears to a ri ver bank, lo ca tes myth 

in the land sca pe in a dif fe rent way, as a

ma rve lo us cir cum stan ce re pe ate dly an no un -

ced by ru stling re eds.

This pa per will tra ce the in scrip tion of

myth in the na tu ral world in both the te xts

and the il lu stra tions of chil dren’s myth bo oks, with par ti cu lar at ten tion to the

my thi cal ori gins of tre es and espe cial ly the myth of Da ph ne’s trans for ma tion

in to a lau rel tree. In ear lier ver sions of that myth, which are mo re over tly 

en ga ged with clas si cal so ur ces and high cul tu re, the text tends to be clo se ly

in flu en ced by Ovid’s ac co unt in the Me ta mor pho ses and the il lu stra tions often

lo ok back to Ber ni ni’s fa mo us sculp tu re. But mo re re cent ver sions, by such

au thors as the D’Au la ires, Ge ral di ne McCau gh re an, and Lu cy Co ats, de part

from Ovid to pro du ce new, mo re child -orien ted ac co unts of what it mi ght me an

for a girl to chan ge in to a tree: for exam ple, an al ter na ti ve to unwel co me

adul tho od (Co ats) or a hand ful of splin ters for a co mi cal ly ar ro gant god

(McCau gh re an).
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So nya Ne vin

Scho ol of Hu ma ni ties, 

Uni ver si ty of Ro ehamp ton / Pa no ply Va se Ani ma tion Pro ject

so nya.ne vin@ro ehamp ton.ac.uk

Ima gi ning Afri ca: Clas si cal An ti qu ity 
in the Brontë Ju ve ni lia

The Brontë chil dren’s world chan ged one after no on when the ir fa ther ar ri ved

ho me with a box of toy sol diers for his son, Bran well. The toys in spi red an out -

burst of cre ati ve wri ting in which the sol diers we re the da ring pro ta go ni sts.

With the ir usu al pre co cio usness, the Brontë chil dren de pic ted them se lves as

god -li ke ge nii con trol ling the toys’ uni ver se. They cre ated a fic tio nal world

for the toy sol diers that wo uld do mi na te the ir ima gi na ti ve play and wri ting

even in to adul tho od. It was a cre ati ve ap pren ti ce ship that wo uld in form the ir

gro und -bre aking adult work. 

Ca me ro on and Ni ge ria form the set ting of the se ta les of co lo nial li fe as ima -

gi ned by Char lot te and Bran well Brontë. “Skies fla me” in the “bur ning cli me”

of the ju ve ni lia. The Afri can land sca pe is at on ce exo ti ci zed and do me sti ca ted,

whi le the clas si cal se rves cha rac ters as a so ur ce of self -expres sion and of do -

mi na tion. The chil dren’s fic tio nal king doms fe atu re a gre at ci ty splen did with

neo -clas si cal ar chi tec tu re, com plex so cie ties with a cast of me mo ra ble cha rac -

ters, and con stant mi li ta ry strug gles be twe en the lo cal Ashan tee pe ople, 

Bri tish co lo nia li sts, and the ir French ri vals. This pa per re flects re se arch con duc ted

for the Our My thi cal Su rvey da ta ba se. It will explo re how the se child wri ters

drew on the ir gro wing

know led ge of Clas si cal

An ti qu ity in the ir at -

tempts to un der stand

and re spond to the re al

world aro und them.
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Da niel A. Nkem le ke, Di vi ne Che Ne ba, Ele anor A. Da si
De part ment of En glish ENS, Uni ver si ty of Yaoundé 1
nkem le ke dan@yahoo.com, 
ne ban ki wang@yahoo.com, 
wan da si5@yahoo.com

Na tu re Dy na mics: From De scrip ti ve 
to Pre scrip ti ve Na tu re Ima ges in Yaël Far ber’s Mo lo ra

The representation of nature in world mythology has
always been multifaceted, owing to its centrality in the
governance of humanity. David Thoreau and Ralph
Waldo Emerson, all disciples of nature, in their atomistic
treatment of nature confirm that nature’s law, with all its
ramifications, supersedes all laws that man has
attempted to create. Be it exaggerated or not, what is
certain is that nature dictates the rhythm of life. Also,
the environment where individuals live conditions their
psychological state. Thus, the examination of the
anatomy of such a phenomenon becomes a cause for
concern within scholarly circles. From antiquity to the
present, scholars have persistently used nature’s reserve
as sources of inspiration. These are indicators that

nature’s role in the universe is prime, as it checks,
models, provides, destroys, accommodates, conditions,
formulates bases for belief systems, inspires, and
constructs identities and philosophical thoughts. It is
against this backdrop that Yaël Faber, like most nature
inspirational models, adapts and constructs patterns of
imageries in Molora to re-read Apartheid South Africa
and invents an accommodating post-Apartheid South
Africa against the background of classical mythology.
Using the Oresteian Trilogy, an ancient Greek myth, as
springboard, Faber in Molora exploits auditory, visual,
tactile and gustatory imageries to depict the horrors and
unnerving hopes of Apartheid and post-Apartheid South
Africa respectively. These archetypal and timeless nature
imageries used, bring into the limelight the relevance 
of a mythic past as panacea to cross cultural problems.
On this note, the work explores nature from actual to
symbolic perspectives through descriptive and
prescriptive nature imageries.  The exploration of these
images exposes the psychological mindset and ripple
effects of such a daunting and yet hopeful environment
to children and young adults in South Africa in particular
and humankind as a whole as depicted by Yaël Farber. 
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El˝ bie ta Ole chow ska

Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les”, Uni ver si ty of War saw 

el zbie ta.ole chow ska@gma il.com

Nothing Ancient Resonates with Children as Deeply 
as the Concept of an Animal Dæmon. Philip Pullman’s
Scenario for the Human-Animal Bond

Phi lip Pul l man cal led it “the best idea” he’s “ever
had”. His cross -over re aders pro ba bly agree. 
A grown -up phi lo so phi cal idea em bo died in a dy -
na mi cal ly de ve lo ping ani mal be co mes in chil dren’s
ima gi na tion a com po si te of gu ar dian an gel, the in -
ner per son, a vo ice of con scien ce, an in vi si ble
friend, so me one who al ways un der stands. 
An en ti ty in vi si ble but so obvio usly re al that it had
to be gi ven a ma te rial ma ni fe sta tion. Lin king the
spi ri tu al with the ani mal re aches al so to Clas si cal
An ti qu ity and ne eds to be explo red on the le vel 
of Pul l man’s both tri lo gies, as the first fo cu ses 
on the en chan ting and af fec tio na te and the se cond
on sick, cru el and hor ri fic. 

Be atri ce Pal mie ri

De part ment of Clas si cal Phi lo lo gy and Ita lian Stu dies, Uni ver si ty of Bo lo gna

/ Era smus Pro gram me at the Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les”, Uni ver si ty of War -

saw (Sum mer term 2019/20) 

be atri ce.pal mie ri@stu dio.uni bo.it

Gian ni Ro da ri and the Myth of Ata lan ta: 
The Ro le of Na tu re in Know led ge of Cul tu re

The year 2020 marks the cen te na ry of the birth of

Gian ni Ro da ri (1920–1980), who mi ght be con si -

de red the most fa mo us au thor for chil dren’s bo oks

of the 20th cen tu ry in Ita ly. Wri ter, te acher, jo ur na list,

and pe da go gist, he car ried an en ti re ge ne ra tion

step by step in the ar du ous, but won der ful, en de -

avo ur of gro wing up, and it is ve ry li ke ly that 

he will con ti nue do ing the sa me with the fu tu re 

ge ne ra tions thanks to his de ath less works. Among

his ma ster pie ces, a par ti cu lar one, Ata lan ta, with

the il lu stra tion of Ema nu ele Luz za ti, ma kes its way
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as a re wor king of the myth of the Ar ca dian he ro ine. Re fu sed at birth by her

fa ther, King Ia sus, for the me re fact of be ing a wo man, Ata lan ta was suc kled

in the wil der ness and grew up sur ro un ded by na tu re.

In my pre sen ta tion, I wo uld li ke to fo cus on the gra du al de ve lop ment to wards

ma tu ri ty of this cha rac ter, who with a cu rio us and ad ven tu ro us so ul, mo del -

led on the te achings of na tu re, fa ces the world of men, ma de of suf fe ring,

pa in, but al so joy, friend ship and lo ve, brin ging to li ght the often con flic ting

re la tion ship that exi sts be twe en the world of Mi ne rva, god dess of wis dom,

and the world of Dia na, god dess of wild na tu re and chil dren. In this jo ur ney

to di sco ver the world and hu man be ing in all its fa cets, na tu re and my ths in -

ter twi ne and cre ate the so lid fo un da tions of a sto ry of growth and di sco ve ry,

whe re the pro ta go nist, Ata lan ta, car ries the key of know led ge in scri bed in

her na me: Ata lan ta me ans “equ al in we ight”, which, in li ght of this myth, can

be re ad as an ad vi ce for the child who is in si de each of us, that is to se ek the

ri ght ba lan ce be twe en na tu re and cul tu re, ani mals and men, wil der ness and

wis dom. The ma in go al of this re se arch is to find out why it is im por tant, 

no wa days, to eager ly we lco me the te achings of this myth, which Gian ni 

Ro da ri and Ema nu ele Luz za ti cle ver ly re in ter pre ted, and to what extent it can

be use ful for chil dren in or der to re flect on the ir re la tion ship with na tu re, 

cul tu re and bey ond.

Han na Pau lo uskaya
Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les”, Uni ver si ty of War saw
hannapa@al.uw.edu.pl 

Con stel la tions of Gods in So viet Ani ma tion

An easy way to put “gods” in to “he avens” is to ma ke them stars, pla nets and
con stel la tions. This ap pro ach was espe cial ly su ita ble for an athe istic cul tu re
such as So viet Union cul tu re. In my pre sen ta tion I wo uld li ke to talk abo ut few
ani ma tions ma de in the USSR that com bi ne my tho lo gy and astro no my and to
think abo ut ways of in ter pre ting an cient my ths from this per spec ti ve.

Edo ar do Pec chi ni
Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les”, Uni ver si ty of War saw 
edo ar do.pec chi ni@gma il.com 

Pro mo ting Men tal He alth thro ugh Clas sics: Odys seus

The myth of Odys seus will be di scus sed in my pre sen ta tion on the gro und of
se lec ted psy cho lo gi cal and pe da go gi cal the ories. I will ana ly ze its oc cur ren -
ces in Gre ek and La tin clas si cal li te ra tu re as well as in con tem po ra ry cul tu res

28



espe cial ly in cor re la tion with the fi gu re of the god Her mes. I will re flect on the
com pa ri son be twe en Achil les and Odysseus, on the pro ces ses of in di vi du al’s
ma tu ra tion and au to no my. I will fo cus on the con cept of Me tis, on the po ly -
tro pos he ro and on po ssi ble ap pli ca tions of Odys seus myth in cli ni cal and
edu ca tio nal con te xts, par ti cu lar ly as a set ting for plays and ac ti vi ties abo ut
bul lism. 

Ay elet Pe er

De part ment of Clas si cal Stu dies, 

Bar -Ilan Uni ver si ty

ay elet.pe er@gma il.com

He ro ic Be asts: 
On Hu mans -Ani mals Re la tions 
in Lu cy Co ats’ Be asts of Olym pus Se ries

In Gre ek my tho lo gy, ani mals are either pre da tors or prey, do ci le or dan ge ro us.

Yet the re is lit tle re fe ren ce to the ir well -be ing and exi sten ce bey ond the ir 

ef fect on the hu man he ro es or the va rio us gods and god des ses. This pa per 

exa mi nes the de li ca te re la tion ship be -

twe en my tho lo gi cal be asts and the ir

half -mor tal ke eper, as it is pre sen ted

in Lu cy Co ats’ Be asts of Olym pus

se ries.
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Aman da Pot ter

Open Uni ver si ty

aman da pot ter@ca ra man da.co.uk

Sa ve the Mon ster, Sa ve the World: 
Li ving in Har mo ny with “Mon sters” 
in Na usi caää of the Val ley of the Wind (1984) 
and Prin cess Mo no no ke (1997)

In this pa per I aim to brie fly di scuss the po ten tial for an cient mon sters to pro -

tect, ra ther than harm the world, re fer ring to the clo sing cre dits of the 2019

film Go dzil la: King of the Mon sters. I then mo ve on to two cri ti cal ly ac c la imed

ani me films, Na usi caä of the Val ley of the Wind (1984) and Prin cess Mo no no -

ke (1997) writ ten and di rec ted by Hay ao Miy aza ki. The suc cess of the first

film led to the cre ation of the Ja pa ne se ani ma tion film stu dio, Stu dio Ghi bli,

whi le Prin cess Mo no no ke was the first ani ma ted film to win best pic tu re in the

Ja pan Aca de my pri ze.

Both of the se ani me films ha ve be en de scri bed as “epic”, and are set on

worlds ra va ged by war fa re and hu man in du stry, whe re hu mans are pit ted

aga inst ani mals and land has be en de stroy ed. They al so fe atu re young fe ma le

pro ta go ni sts, Prin cess Na usi caä and San, 

who find them se lves in the mid dle of a war,

with the po wer to stop the blo od shed and sa ve

the ir worlds. Na usi caä, in spi red by her na me -

sa ke from Ho mer’s Odys sey, has an af fi ni ty

with na tu re, and be lie ves that man and the

post -apo ca lyp tic to xic jun gle fil led with mu -

tant in sects can co -exist pe ace ful ly. At the end

of the ani me she stops the hu man -in du ced

stam pe de of mi sun der sto od “mon sters”, the

Ohmu, from de stroy ing her king dom, dy ing in the pro cess, on ly to be re sur -

rec ted by the Ohmu. San, a hu man girl ra ised by spi rit wo lves, is una ble to ac -

cept the da ma ge do ne to the envi ron ment by hu mans. She helps ma le he ro

Ashi ta ka to lift a de bi li ta ting cur se, but is una ble to li ve with him in the hu -

man town and re turns to the fo rest.

Na usi caä and Prin cess Mo no no ke are chal len ging te xts for young vie wers,

which do not shy away from the vio len ce that pe ople do to each other as

well as to the ir worlds. The films al so qu estion the ro les of he ro and mon ster,

and whe ther hu mans can ever li ve in har mo ny with na tu re. Miy aza ki has com -

men ted that he was wri ting a sto ry abo ut the com ple xi ty of the re la tion ship
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be twe en hu mans and the envi ron ment: “It’s not bad pe ople who are de stroy -

ing fo re sts. Hard wor king pe ople ha ve be en do ing it” (Da ni Ca val la ro, 

The Ani me Art of Hay ao Miy aza ki, Jef fer son, North Ca ro li na and Lon don:

McFar land, 2006, 124). Ho we ver, Na usi caä ends with a mes sa ge of ho pe; 

the growth of a non -to xic tree. Prin cess Mo no no ke may end with Ashi ta ka

and San li ving se pa ra te li ves in the town and in the fo rest re spec ti ve ly, 

but Ashi ta ka pro mi ses to vi sit San in the fo rest and the hu mans com mit to bu ild

a bet ter town that can thri ve along si de the fo rest.

Mar ta Pszczo liƒ ska

Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les”, Uni ver si ty of War saw

m.pszczo lin ska@al.uw.edu.pl

Do me stic Ani mals: Mi ni mus the Mo use 
and Vi bris sa the Cat as a La tin Le ar ning Sup por ting 
Te am in Mi ni mus. Star ting out in La tin Te xt bo ok

As the ear ly man do me sti ca ted ani mals, they we re to ac com pa ny him 

and ful fil spe ci fic func tions se rving hu ma ni ty: a dog wo uld help with hun ting

whi le an agi le cat wo uld catch any pe sts spo iling the fo od. To day ani mals such

as a cat or a mo use can se rve us in an en ti re ly dif fe rent way: they can be the

ba ses of chil dren’s en ter ta in ment li ke car to ons or co mics. Such use of ani mals

was de ploy ed by the au thors of the Bri tish te xt bo ok Mi ni mus. Star ting out in

La tin in or der to en ga ge chil dren in the ir cur ri cu lum. Mi ni mus, a small mo use,

and its li ke able an ta go nist cat Vi bris sa be co me an ef fi cient in cen ti ve dra wing

chil dren re aders to le ar ning La tin, which turns out not to be bo ring at all. 

The te xt bo ok is aimed at ele men ta ry le vel pu pils aged 6–10 years old and

con ta ins the ad ven tu res of con ge nial “La tin” ani mals who in tro du ce the 

lan gu age, cul tu re and my tho lo gy thro ugh the gra phic de sign of the les sons,

dra wings and co mics. It has be co -

me an all -ti me be st sel ler – it li ved 

to see its se cond part Mi ni mus

Se cun dus. Mo ving on in La tin,

but al so re ached other co un tries

out si de of the Uni ted King dom.

Me an whi le Mi ni mus has be co me

a sym bol of fun and en co ura ging

La tin edu ca tion – “the mo use

that ma de La tin co ol”.
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Ba bet te Pu etz
Scho ol of Lan gu ages and Cul tu res, 
Vic to ria Uni ver si ty of Wel ling ton
ba bet te.pu etz@vuw.ac.nz

“No mat ter how dark the ni ght, 
the sun al ways ri ses”: The AD 79 Ve su vius Erup tion 
in Con tem po ra ry Chil dren’s Li te ra tu re

The erup tion of Mt Ve su vius (AD 79) and de struc tion of Pom pe ii has fa sci na -
ted pe ople ever sin ce the di sco ve ry of the ci ty’s re ma ins and has be en a po -
pu lar to pic in li te ra tu re for over 250 years. It has be en the to pic of chil dren’s
li te ra tu re sin ce the 19th cen tu ry, but espe cial ly in no vels from re cent de ca des,
so me of which tre at the to pic qu ite se rio usly, others hu mo ro usly. This pre sen -
ta tion fo cus ses on the re cep tion of the Ve su vius erup tion in a se lec tion of in -
ter na tio nal chil dren’s no vels for ol der pri ma ry scho ol and mid dle scho ol aged
chil dren: Swiss au thor Ja kob Stre it’s Mi lon und der Löwe (1972), Bri tish -Ame -
ri can Ca ro li ne Law ren ce’s The Pi ra tes of Pom pe ii (2001) and Ame ri can wri ter
Dan Gut man’s Fla sh back Fo ur: The Pom pe ii Di sa ster (2018), as exam ples 
for the dif fe rent ways in which chil dren’s bo oks from a num ber of co un tries
de al with the to pic, both in the 21st cen tu ry and in the 1970s. Qu estions con -
si de red are: How clo se in de ta il is the de scrip tion of the war ning si gns and the

ac tu al erup tion to an cient so ur ces, in par ti cu lar Pli ny’s let ters 6.16 and 6.20
and Cas sius Dio 66.21–23? What el se do re aders of the se no vels find out
abo ut li fe in first cen tu ry AD Ita ly? What is the to ne, pur po se and ef fect of the
in c lu sion of this event in the nar ra ti ve? Is it ma in ly a back drop for the sto ry,
a dra ma tic en ding to it or are the di sa ster and the le ar ning op por tu ni ty it may
of fer to the young pro ta go ni sts fo re gro un ded? Is the erup tion em ploy ed mo -
stly for di dac tic pur po ses, en ter ta in ment or both? 

Mi riam Ri ver lea
School of Arts, Uni ver si ty of New En gland
mri ver lea@gma il.com

Bu sh fi re, My ths and Mal la co ota

“Thro ugh the Char red Fo rest, over Hot Ash, Runs Dog, with a Bird Clam ped
in His Gig, Gen tle Mo uth.” The ope ning li nes of Mar ga ret Wild’s pic tu re 
bo ok Fox (2000) set the sce ne for a dark, di stur bing sto ry that ta kes pla ce 
in the after math of a bu sh fi re. Ron Bro oks’ il lu stra tions de pict the ra va ged
Au stra lian bush in stark black li nes and a wa shed -out co lo ur pa let te of reds
and browns. The nar ra ti ve fe atu res a trio of cha rac ters fa mi liar from a fa ble
of Aesop – a ste ad fast dog, blind in one eye, a wo un ded mag pie with a burnt
wing, and a dan ge ro us, con ni ving fox. The bo ok is an ar re sting por tray al 
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of the dy na mics be twe en them amid the shi fting im pul ses of loy al ty, lon ging
and lo ne li ness. In ve sted with com plex hu man emo tions, the se three cre atu -
res strug gle to su rvi ve in a harsh and in ho spi ta ble envi ron ment.  
Ron Bro oks spent his chil dho od in Mal la co ota, a small, iso la ted co astal town
in the so uth eastern cor ner of Au stra lia. Mal la co ota hap pens to be whe re 
I li ve too. On New Year’s Eve, 2019, I shel te red at ho me with my fa mi ly as a
mas si ve bu sh fi re to re thro ugh along the co astli ne and sma shed in to our town,
de stroy ing mo re than one hun dred ho uses and da ma ging ma ny mo re. In the
after math of this trau ma tic event, I fe el com pel led to bring to ge ther my per -
so nal expe rien ce with my aca de mic re se arch, to explo re how Fox and other
works of Au stra lian chil dren’s li te ra tu re tell sto ries of the im pact of bu sh fi re

on in di vi du als, com mu -
ni ties, and the na tu ral
envi ron ment. I will fra me
the se nar ra ti ves wi thin
the con text of clas si cal
my ths abo ut fi re, par ti cu -
lar ly in the le gend of the
Tro jan War, hi gh li gh ting
its po wer as both a de -
struc ti ve and re ge ne ra ti ve
for ce.

De bo rah H. Ro berts

De part ment of Clas sics, Ha ver ford Col le ge

dro berts@ha ver ford.edu

Na tu ral Di sa ster, So cial Chan ge: Vol ca nic Erup tions 
in Chil dren’s Li te ra tu re and the Sto ry of The ra

If we set asi de the my thi cal flo od

that (in the Gre ek tra di tion as 

el se whe re in the Ne ar East) 

re starts the hu man ra ce, the na tu -

ral di sa sters that lo om lar gest in

Gre co -Ro man An ti qu ity are two

vol ca nic erup tions: The ra aro und

1600 BCE and Ve su vius in 79 CE.

The sto ry of the de struc tion of

Pom pe ii has long play ed a pro mi -

nent ro le in the Eu ro pe an ima gi -

na tion; it isn’t sur pri sing that this

erup tion and its im pact – which
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of fer a hi sto ri cal con text su ita ble for eve ry thing from ear nest ta les of ear ly

Chri stia ni ty to ad ven tu re sto ries, and ha ve pro vi ded the kind of de ta ils of eve -

ry day li fe hi sto ri cal no ve li sts tre asu re – sho uld be fe atu red in ma ny bo oks 

for chil dren from the 19th cen tu ry to the pre sent day, with no end in si ght.

The re are a num ber of stand -alo ne no vels, in c lu ding Emi ly Sa rah Holt’s The

Sla ve Girl of Pom pe ii (1887) and Ka th ryn La sky’s The Last Girls of Pom pe ii

(2007), and an epi so de set in Pom pe ii se ems al most a re qu ired fe atu re in any

se ries for chil dren set in the past, whe ther it in vo lves my ste ry, ti me tra vel, 

co mi cal dia ries of da ily li fe, or sto ries of su rvi val. Hi sto ri cal no vels de aling

with the ear lier and mo re ca tac ly smic erup tion on The ra are less plen ti ful, 

but the re ha ve be en two no ta ble exam ples in the past 40 years: Ma ry Ray’s

Song of Thun der (1978) and Wen dy Orr’s Swal low’s Dan ce (2018).

In this paper, I focus on these two novels, which like much historical fiction

for children are in part coming-of-age stories. In both of them, natural disaster

– rather than simply providing the backdrop for the story or the occasion for

action – creates the circumstances for significant social change and personal

transformation; and in both, art and craft play a central and to some extent

compensatory role.

Krzysz tof Ry bak

Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les”, Uni ver si ty of War saw

km.ry bak@uw.edu.pl

Se rving An cient Na tu re in In for ma tio nal Pic tu re bo oks:
Na tu ral Pro ducts and The ir Con sump tion 
in An ti qu ity and Bey ond

The pa per aims to ana ly ze in for ma tio nal pic tu re bo oks by Po lish au thors or

co -au thors. I fo cus on three aspects of re pre sen ting na tu ral pro ducts: de fa mi -

lia ri za tion of phe no me na unk nown to the con tem po ra ry re ader (ga rum and

ce na), con nec ting past and pre -

sent with oli ves and gra pes,

and an cient ro ots of ve ge ta ria -

nism. In the conc lu sions, 

I stress the si gni fi can ce of the

cu li na ry he ri ta ge of an cient

Gre eks and Ro mans and its re -

pre sen ta tion in con tem po ra ry

in for ma tio nal pic tu re bo oks.
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Son ja Schre iner

De part ment of Clas si cal Phi lo lo gy, 

Me die val and Neo la tin Stu dies, Uni ver si ty of Vien na

son ja.schre iner@uni vie.ac.at

Wit ty Edu ca tion: Envi ron ment and Na tu re 
as At mo sphe ric Back gro und in Frie drich Wil helm 
Za cha riä’s (1726–1777) Mock He ro ic Po etry

Ana ly zing the de scrip tion, ro le, and me aning of na tu re in Frie drich Wil helm 

Za cha riä’s (1726–1777) La go sia de, Her cy nia, and Ba tra cho my oma chie

me ans tre ating an aspect of three ne glec ted te xts of a long -for got ten au thor.

Za cha riä’s oeu vre is a “play gro und” for le ar ned exer ci ses, be cau se it is si tu -

ated at the in ter sec tion of clas si cal tra di tion and li te ra ry trends. As a wit ty and

play ful ro co co wri ter, he pon ders his te xts be twe en he ri ta ge and mo der nism.

His (an ti)he ro es ma na ge to over co me the ten sion cre ated by this wil l ful di ver -

gen ce and expe rien ce ad ven tu res in an envi ron ment, de si gned and con struc -

ted of an cient pat terns, but ada pted to con tem po ra ne ous stan dards.

Za cha riä’s con cept of na tu re is co lour ful and mul ti fold: In the Ba tra cho my -

oma chie, the ha bi tat of the am phi bia, which is dan ge ro us for mam mals, is the

star ting po int for the re al 

me aning of the frag ment. In

the La go sia de, we see na tu re

thro ugh the ani mal’s ey es.

Za cha riä swit ches the per spec -

ti ves and pre sents a lo cus

amo enus, whe re the ma le 

ha re li ves a li fe in pe ace and

har mo ny wi tho ut dan ger and

of fen se, but then en ters ho sti le

sur ro un dings, as na tu ral to po -

gra phy hin ders its fli ght and 

fi nal ly cau ses its de ath. In the

Her cy nia, we find a mo dern

ka ta ba sis in lo cal mi nes, a la -

ment on the de struc tion of na -

tu re by war, and a por tra it of

the emo tions cau sed by the

im pres sion na tu re has on the

tra ve lers’ minds.
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Mi cha el Stier stor fer

Gym na sium Klo ster Schäftlarn

mi cha el.stier stor fer@web.de

The Re cep tion of Atlan tis 
in Cur rent Chil dren’s Me dia as an (Un -)Na tu ral Is land

Du ring the last for ty years the mo tif of Atlan tis has ne ver be en so po pu lar in me -

dia as it is no wa days. This stu dy will pro vi de clu es to an swer the qu estion, why

the set ting of Atlan tis is so wi de spre ad in con tem po ra ry li te ra tu re and films for

chil dren. Mo re over, it is to be de mon stra ted that Pla to’s ver sion of Atlan tis is the

most im por tant so ur ce for cur rent ada pta tions. This is the ca se in pro mi nent

exam ples li ke Thomas Thie mey er’s no vel Chro ni ken der We lten su cher. Der Pa last

des Po se idon and the co mic Aste rix and

Obe lix. All at Sea by Go scin ny and Ude rzo

or in the films Ice Age by Martino Ste ve

and Mike Hur me ier, Di sney’s Atlan tis by

Ga ry Tro us da le and Kirk Wi se and Aqu aman

by Ja mes Wan. Fi nal ly trends in ada pting

the myth of Atlan tis in re cent chil dren’s

me dia are re ve aled. In this con text it will be re co gni zed, that in the se ada pta tions

the to pos of sa ving the na tu ral envi ron ment from de struc tion and col lap se is

par ti cu lar ly pro mi nent. Apart from that the set ting of Atlan tis swit ches be twe en

an uto pian and a dys to pian world in or der to sti mu la te the re ci pients’ awa re ness

of the ne ces si ty to pro tect the be au ty of the sub ma ri ne na tu re and wil dli fe.

Ro bert A. Su char ski

Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les”, Uni ver si ty of War saw

su charsk@al.uw.edu.pl

Ha li na Rud nic ka and Her An cient Tri lo gy 
or on the Na tu re of the True He ro(ine)s

Ha li na Rud nic ka (née Hau sman, 1909–1982), a Po lish wri ter, pe da go gue and

pu bli cist. Fa vo red in the Com mu nist Po land due to her left -wing views and

ide olo gi zed wri ting (e.g. the sto ry of Fe lix Dzier ̋ yƒ ski) Rud nic ka be lon ged to

a gro up of wri ters who se bo oks we re man da to ry scho ol re ading in the pri ma -

ry scho ol. Au thor of 15 no vels for chil dren and young adults with the pre do -

mi nant mo tif of a he ro(ine) of “re vo lu tio na ry” bat tles, and strug gles for

36



fre edom and bet ter to mor row. Among her no vels the re are fo ur the plot of

which are set in the An ti qu ity. The most po pu lar and in the sa me ti me the best

known “Ro man” no vel Ucznio wie Spar ta ku sa [Spartacus' Disciples] of fers 

the young pu pil a hi sto ry of the Third Se rvi le War [The War of Spar ta cus] in the

ey es of a small Gre ek sla ve boy, Cal lias, whi le Król Agis [Agis the King], Syn 

He ra kle sa [Her cu les’ Son], and He ros w oko wach [The He ro Bo und] mo ve 

the re ader to Spar ta and the eastern part of the Me di ter ra ne an in the 2nd half

of the 3rd cen tu ry BCE, to the days of Agis IV, Cle ome nes III, and Agia tis 

and the ir at tempts to re sto re Spar ta’s gre at ness and sa ve its in de pen den ce.

Ka te ri na Vo lio ti

Scho ol of Hu ma ni ties, Uni ver si ty of Ro ehamp ton

ka te ri na.vo lio ti@ro ehamp ton.ac.uk

A Post -hu ma nist Per spec ti ve: Plants, Ani mals, and Things
in Chil dren’s Bo oks abo ut the Clas si cal Past

Post -hu ma nism re fers to a set of in tel lec tu al ide as that qu estion the su pre ma -

cy of hu mans over the na tu ral envi ron ment and the ma te rial world (see, for

exam ple, the work of phi lo so pher Ro si Bra idot ti). In this pa per, I draw from

post -hu ma nism to ana ly ze the lan gu age and ima ges of bo oks in a best -

sel ling se ries abo ut the Clas si cal past by Pa pa do po ulos Pu bli ca tions, a pu bli -

sher spe cia li zing in chil dren’s li te ra tu re in Gre ece. I exa mi ne how the text by

Phi lip pos Man di la ras and the il lu stra tions by Na ta lia Ka pat so ulia en co ura ge

chil dren as young as fo ur to think cri ti cal ly abo ut how hu mans and hu man -

-li ke ac tors from Gre ek An ti qu ity (kings, ge ne rals, sta te smen, as well as my -

thi cal gods, he ro es and other cre atu res) in te ract with plants and ani mals. 

In the il lu stra tions, per haps mo re than in the text, the re is a no ted pre pon de r-

an ce of di ver se land sca pes, plant spe cies, and ani mals (wild and do me sti ca ted).

I di scuss the extent to which this pre pon de ran ce can pro mo te 

a post -an th ro po cen tric ap pro ach

to the Clas si cal past (my thic,

hi sto ric, ar ti stic, ar cha eolo gi -

cal, and scien ti fic) and align

the se edu ca tio nal bo oks,

which are po pu lar in Gre ece

and in ter na tio nal ly, with con -

tem po ra ry con cerns abo ut the

cli ma te cri sis.
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The European Research Council (ERC) is a public and independent body supporting excellence in science and scholarship. Its mission is to encourage
the highest quality research in Europe through competitive funding and to support investigator-driven frontier research across all fields, on the basis of scien-
tific excellence. The ERC was officially launched in 2007.

The idea for its establishing first came out of widespread discussions between European scientists, scholars, and research umbrella organisations at a time
when no clear European mechanism to support basic research on a broad front existed. Ultimately, the ERC strives for making the European research base
more prepared to respond to the needs of a knowledge-based society and provide Europe with the capabilities in frontier research necessary to meet global
challenges. The ERC aims to:

◆ Support the best of the best in Europe across all fields of science, scholarship, and engineering;
◆ Promote wholly investigator-driven, or ‘bottom-up’ frontier research;
◆ Encourage the work of the established and next generation of independent top research leaders in Europe;
◆ Reward innovative proposals by placing emphasis on the quality of the idea rather than the research area;
◆ Raise the status and visibility of European frontier research and the very best researchers of today and tomorrow.

The ERC wishes to stimulate scientific excellence by funding the very best, creative researchers of any nationality and age, and supporting their innovative ide-
as. The ERC operates within the three main funding schemes: Starting, Consolidator, and Advanced Grants. The Consolidator Grants – available to researchers
of any nationality with 7–12 years of experience since completion of PhD, a scientific track record showing great promise and an excellent research proposal –
are designed to back up scholars who wish to establish or strengthen their independent and excellent research teams. The ERC supports the idea of citizen science
and Open Access to research results.*

* The above text about the ERC has been extracted from the materials available at https://erc.europa.eu. See also our previous booklets.
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Our Mythical Childhood... The Reception of Classical Antiquity
in Children’s and Young Adults’ Culture in Response to Regional
and Global Challenges

Matylda Tracewska,
Our Mythical Childhood
(2013).

The project regards the reception of Classical Antiquity in children’s and young adults’ culture. We consider the intersection between these two fields to be a

vital space where the development of human identity takes place, both in previous epochs and in our times. Indeed, each of us has gone through the experience

of childhood and many people have had contacts with Classical Antiquity as a cultural experience – transmitted as it is all over the globe and across the ages

via education, through myriad interpersonal contacts, and today owing to the charm of global popular culture. Hence, the ancient tradition has built a familiar

code of communication understandable in local and global contexts alike. Since 2016, owing to the frontier-research support by the ERC Consolidator

Grant (681202), we have been studying this phenomenon and its consequences for contemporary societies worldwide.*
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A major methodological innovation of the Our Mythical Childhood research, developed in the milieu of OBTA (Centre for Studies on the Classical Tradi-

tion), consists in the application of regional perspectives without the pejorative implication of regional as inferior. On the contrary, we recognize it as extreme-

ly valuable, for in this sense, Classical Reception Studies serve as a mirror of transformations around the globe. This vision is reflected also in the project’s

structure. We are an international team of scholars from the University of Warsaw (Poland) – the Host Institution, and from the Bar-Ilan University (Israel),

the University of New England (Australia), the University of Roehampton (UK), and the University of Yaoundé 1 (Cameroon), with experts also from the United

States, New Zealand and other European countries, like Austria, Germany, Greece, Italy, Slovenia, Switzerland, Russia, and the United Kingdom.

We believe deeply in citizen science and a broad collaboration with scholars as well as other members of the society. Thus, the dissemination aspect is very

important to us. We lead several social media profiles and four scholarly blogs. Our aim is to contribute to establishing aa  nneeww  hhoo  ll ii   sstt iicc   mmoo  ddeell   ffoorr   wwoorrkk  

iinn  tthhee  HHuu  mmaa  nnii   tt iieess in in ter na tio nal co ope ra tion – a mo del on the fron tiers of re se arch, edu ca tion, and cul tu re: OOuurr   MMyy  tthhii   ccaa ll  CCoomm  mmuu  nnii   ttyy. 

Ka ta rzy na Mar ci niak 
For mo re in for ma tion vi sit our we bsi te – the so ur ce of the text abo ve: www.omc.ob ta.al.uw.edu.pl

* We wish to ack now led ge the sup port from the Lo eb Clas si cal Li bra ry Fo un da tion (2012–2013) and the Ale xan der von Hum boldt Fo un da tion (2014–2017) for the first sta ges 

of the Our My thi cal Chil dho od pro gram me, along with the sup port from the “Ar tes Li be ra les In sti tu te” Fo un da tion.



The Clu ster The Past for the Pre sent – In ter na tio nal Re se arch and Edu ca tio nal Pro gram me is a jo int en de avo ur of the Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les”

of the Uni ver si ty of War saw, Di par ti men to di Sto ria Cul tu re Ci viltà and Di par ti men to di Fi lo lo gia Clas si ca e Ita lia ni sti ca of the Uni ver sità di Bo lo gna, and Fa kultät

für Sprach- und Li te ra tur wis sen scha ften of the Lu dwig -Ma xi mi lians -Uni ver sität München, the Fa cul ty of Edu ca tion of the Uni ver si ty of Cam brid ge, and the Fa cul ty

of Hu ma ni ties, Uni ver si ty of Fri bo urg. 

Our aim is to ma ke the full use of the po ten tial of our years -long col la bo ra tion in the field of Re cep tion Stu dies, in ter alia, wi thin the Ha rvard Uni ver si ty Lo eb

Clas si cal Li bra ry Fo un da tion (2012–2013), Ale xan der von Hum boldt Fo un da tion Alum ni Award for In no va ti ve Ne twor king In i ta ti ves (2014–2017), and Eu ro pe an

Re se arch Co un cil Con so li da tor Grant (2016–2021) for the pro ject Our My thi cal Chil dho od... The Re cep tion of Clas si cal An ti qu ity in Chil dren’s and Young Adults’

Cul tu re in Re spon se to Re gio nal and Glo bal Chal len ges. We fo cus in par ti cu lar on:  

◆ De ve lo ping aca de mic pro jects for the be ne fit of so cie ty (“ci ti zen scien ce”), with a par ti cu lar fo cus on the edu ca tion of the youth – 

from kin der gar ten to high scho ol; 

◆ Dis se mi na ting and ap ply ing re se arch re sults in cul tu ral and ar ti stic ac ti vi ties, al so in co ope ra tion with non -aca de mic part ners and in sti tu tions;

◆ Organizing workshops and projects involving students, early-stage researchers, and teachers.
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The ma in ac ti vi ties of the Clu ster sin ce its es ta bli sh ment in May 2017:

Octo ber 2017 Mu nich: the in ter na tio nal con fe ren ce for te achers and edu ca tors Verjüngte An ti ke trifft The Past for the Pre sent: Grie chisch -römi sche My tho lo -
gie und Hi sto rie in Kin der - und Ju gend me dien der Ge gen wart skul tur;
De cem ber 2017 War saw: the se mi nar on The Re cep tion of the Myth of Si sy phus; 
May 2018 War saw: the in ter na tio nal work shops The Pre sent Me ets the Past, in the Eu ro pe an Year of Cul tu ral He ri ta ge;  
Ju ne 2018 Bo lo gna: the in ter na tio nal con fe ren ce Fi gu re dell’al tro. Iden tità, al te rità, stra nie rità;
Octo ber 2018 Mu nich: the in ter na tio nal con fe ren ce for te achers and edu ca tors Di gi ta le Bil dung – zwi schen Hy pe und Hy bris; 
De cem ber 2018 War saw: the se mi nar on The Re cep tion of Ca esar in Chil dren’s and Young Adults’ Cul tu re and the con cert Ma ny Lan gu ages of Mu sic
by Ra fał Ja niak from the Fry de ryk Cho pin Uni ver si ty of Mu sic; 
Fe bru ary –March 2019 War saw and Bo lo gna: Ho mer Re ading Ses sions wi thin the Fe sti val Eu ropéen La tin Grec; 
Octo ber 2019 Mu nich: in ter na tio nal con fe ren ce Mu ta tas di ce re for mas: Verjüngung der An ti ke durch Über set zun gen und Ada ptio nen im Kon takt der Kul tu ren;
De cem ber 2019 War saw: Ci ce ro nian Con gress Ci ce ro, So cie ty, and the Idea of Ar tes Li be ra les (with the So ciété In ter na tio nal des Amis de Cicéron, OB TA, and CLAS); 
Fe bru ary 2020 Cam brid ge: in ter na tio nal con fe ren ce My tho lo gy and Edu ca tion: Hi sto ry and Prac ti ce; 
Ju ly and Octo ber 2020 Mu nich: in ter na tio nal on li ne work shops and con fe ren ce HI STOR MY THOS: In ter me dia le, in ter kul tu rel le und dia chro ne Per spek ti -
ven der An ti ken re zep tion.
A short pre sen ta tion of the work shops The Pre sent Me ets the Past wi thin the Clu ster and the ERC Con so li da tor Grant Our My thi cal Chil dho od (Eu ro pe an Union’s
Ho ri zon 2020 Re se arch and In no va tion Pro gram me, grant agre ement No 681202) in May 2018 at the Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les”, can be wat ched at:
https://www.youtu be.com/watch?v=2Ri zU WYM W0Q. A re por ta ge abo ut the Clu ster can be wat ched at: https://www.youtu be.com/watch?v=Hfy pV5PU MUc
(YouTu be chan nel Our My thi cal Chil dho od). 

We wish to ack now led ge the sup port from the “Ar tes Li be ra les In sti tu te” Fo un da tion in the or ga ni za tion of the Clu ster’s en de avo urs.
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We are ple ased to sha re the in for ma tion abo ut the most re cent bo oks and jo ur nal spe cial is su es pu bli -
shed wi thin the ac ti vi ties of the Our My thi cal Chil dho od pro ject and the Clu ster: The Past for the Pre sent: 

Gio van na Alvo ni,  Ste fa no Co lan ge lo, Ro ber to Ba ti sti, eds.,
Figure dell'altro. Identità, alterità, stranierità, Eikasmós: 
Quaderni Bolognesi di Filologia Classica. Studi Online 3, Bologna: 
Pàtron Editore, 2020, 481 pp.

Open Ac cess: 
https://www2.clas sics.uni bo.it/eika smos/
in dex.php?pa ge=doc_pdf/stu di_on li ne/03_alvbat col 

The vo lu me, fi nan ced wi thin the fra me work of Ban do dell’Al ma Ma ter Stu dio rum Uni ver sità
di Bo lo gna “Ac cor di di Co ope ra zio ne In ter na zio na le con Isti tu zio ni di Istru zio ne Su pe rio re”, disp. 
di ri gen zia le 434/2017, prot. 11875 del 03/02/2017, ga thers the re sults of the in ter na tio nal con fe -
ren ce Fi gu re dell’al tro. Stra nie rità – Fo re ign ness – Frem dhe it: La rap pre sen ta zio ne del lo stra nie ro
nel le cul tu re eu ro pee e me di ter ra nee. Fi gu res of the Other. Iden ti ty, Other ness, Fo re ign ness, 
or ga ni zed at the Uni ver si ty of Bo lo gna in Ju ly 2018. 
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Son ja Schre iner, ed.,
Kind ge rech te “Ar be it am My thos”: Mo der ne Re zep tions -
stra te gien von der Ada ption bis zur Re zep tion, 
Spe cial Is sue of li bri li be ro rom: Fach ze it schrift 
für Kin der - und Ju gen dli te ra tur for schung 54-55, 
2020, 196 pp.

Open Ac cess: https://pha idra.uni vie.ac.at/view/o:1167947

Ka ta rzy na Mar ci niak, ed., 
Cha sing My thi cal Be asts: The Re cep tion of An cient 
Mon sters in Chil dren’s and Young Adults’ Cul tu re, 
in the se ries “Stu dien zur eu ropäischen Kin der -
und Ju gen dli te ra tur / Stu dies in Eu ro pe an Chil dren’s 
and Young Adult Li te ra tu re” 8, He idel berg: Uni ver -
sitätsver lag Win ter, 2020, 623 pp.

Open Ac cess will be ava ila ble sin ce Octo ber 2021: 
https://www.win ter -ver lag.de/en/de ta il/978-3-8253-6995-
8/Mar ci niak_Ed_Cha sing_My thi cal_Be asts/ 
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Je rzy Axer and Ka ta rzy na Mar ci niak, eds., 
Ci ce ro, So cie ty, and the Idea of Ar tes Li be ra les: 
Con gress Pro ce edings, Ci ce ro nia na On Li ne: A Jo ur nal
of Ro man Tho ught IV, 2, 2020, So ciété In ter na tio na le
des Amis de Cicéron –Cen tro di Stu di Ci ce ro nia ni, 
Pa ris –Ro ma, 350 pp.

Open Ac cess: 
https://www.ojs.uni to.it/in dex.php/COL/is sue/view/486

We wish to acknowledge the kind help from Prof. Ermanno
Malaspina, the Executive Director of the Journal, 
in the publication of this special issue.

Li sa Mau ri ce, ed.,
Our My thi cal Edu ca tion: The Re cep tion of Clas si cal
Myth Worl dwi de in For mal Edu ca tion, 1900–2020, 
in the se ries “Our My thi cal Chil dho od”, War saw: 
War saw Uni ver si ty Press, 580 pp.

Open Ac cess:
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https://www.wuw.pl/pro duct -eng -14887-Our -My thi cal -Edu ca tion -The -Re cep tion -of -Clas si cal -Myth -Worl dwi de -in -For mal -Edu ca tion -1900-2020-PDF.html 



A my thi cal sur pri se ––  
the 2016 OMC vo lu me has be en 
gran ted Open Ac cess: 

Ka ta rzy na Mar ci niak, ed.,
Our My thi cal Chil dho od... The Clas sics 
and Li te ra tu re for Chil dren and Young
Adults, in the se ries “Me ta forms. Stu dies
in the Re cep tion of Clas si cal An ti qu ity” 8,
Le iden and Bo ston: Brill, 2016, 526 pp.

Open Ac cess: https://brill.com/view/ti tle/32883 

Mo re pu bli ca tions co ming so on!
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We are most ple ased to be able to con ti nue our 
clo se col la bo ra tion with scho ols, in i tia ted in the
scho ol year 2012/2013, even in the dif fi cult ti mes 
of the pan de mic. The se new cir cum stan ces ha ve 
in flu en ced the for mat of our work – we still can not
me et in per son du ring the Our My thi cal Na tu re
con fe ren ce, yet, they ha ve no ne ga ti ve im pact on
the re sults. The ama zing works by the stu dents
from three scho ols in Po land (see be low) are a vi vid
te sti mo ny to the young pe ople and the ir te achers’
en ga ge ment both in re se arch and in a dia lo gue
with Na tu re, be cau se it is Her – Na tu re – the he ro ine
of the en de avo ur Na tu rae co gno sce re cau sas. In the
cur rent sta ge the participants in the project to ok up
the par ti cu lar ly de man ding chal len ge to fa ce the
envi ron men tal is su es, so vi tal for our world. 

Schools’ Endeavour 
Naturae cognoscere 
causas

Bo oklet with the stu dents’ works (in print).
Cover design by Zbigniew Karaszewski.
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“Stru mie nie” High Scho ol in Jó ze fów
with the stu dents gu ided by Bar ba ra Stry char czyk, te acher of La tin and An cient Cul tu re and Co or di na tor of the Schools' Endeavour,
to ge ther with the col la bo ra ting  “Stru mie nie” te achers: Aga ta Płot czyk – Po lish; An na Łu kom ska – Ma ths; Ha zel Pe ar son 
– En glish; Ma ria Ski biƒ ska – French; Agniesz ka ˚u kow ska – Spa nish 

Bar tło miej No wo dwor ski I High Scho ol in Kra ków
with the stu dents gu ided by Ja nusz Ry ba, te acher of La tin and An cient Cul tu re 
As si stant Pro fes sor at the Ja giel lo nian Uni ver si ty 

Mi ko łaj Rej XI High Scho ol in War saw
with the stu dents gu ided by An na Woj cie chow ska, te acher of La tin and An cient Cul tu re 

The stu dents cho se and ela bo ra ted on such the mes as the mo tif of Ar ca dia, me asu re ment as a gu aran tee of Be au ty, Na tu re
in Vir gil’s Geo r gics, Na tu re in King Jan III So bie ski’s Wi la nów Pa la ce, the gar den as a world and the world as a gar den, be es
in an cient li te ra tu re, the Fo ur Ele ments, Na tu re de ities in Gre ek and Sla vic my tho lo gy, the ro le of Na tu re in an cient di vi na -
tion, etc. They al so pre pa red so me pie ces of my tho lo gy -in spi red cre ati ve wri ting that express a de ep un der stan ding of the
cru cial ro le of Na tu re, espe cial ly to day, when the dif fi cult expe rien ces and the ef fects of the cli ma te cri sis show us Her im por -
tan ce in our li ves par ti cu lar ly cle ar ly. 

The ma te rials will be pre sen ted in a bo oklet – at the mo ment in pre pa ra tion for print. Me an whi le, he re you can see 
Mi ro sław Kaê mier czak’s short re por ta ge on the schools’ en de avo ur: https://www.youtu be.com/watch?v=zniU go BR K7k. 

Than king the scho ol he ad ma sters, the te achers, the stu dents and the ir pa rents or tu tors, let us re pe at with ho pe Rej High 
Scho ol’s mot to, ori gi na ting from the The ba id of Sta tius: “Che er up! / Ha ve co ura ge!” – in La tin: Mac te ani mo!
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In March 2020 we star ted pu bli shing va rio us edu ca tio nal and po pu la ri zing ma te rials to try
to an swer, at le ast to a small extent, the ne eds ma ni fe sting them se lves in the si tu ation 
of the pan de mic that li mi ted the mo bi li ty and pla ced new chal len ges before edu ca tion. 
We be lie ve that Clas si cal An ti qu ity may of fer so me help in this re spect: can te ach us, 
mo ve, and en ter ta in – in ac cor dan ce with the an cient ma xim do ce re, mo ve re, de lec ta re. 
We na med this in i tia ti ve FFiinndd  tthhee  FFoorr  ccee!! and we ho pe to sup port the ef forts of the edu -
ca tors and of the pa rents and tu tors who are se ar ching for ide as on how to spend ti me to -
ge ther across the ge ne ra tions and in a cre ati ve way, with the Cla s sics as a so ur ce of upli fting
po wer. For mo re see the we bsi te: http://omc.ob ta.al.uw.edu.pl/find -the -for ce. Be low 
we pre sent brie fly so me ta sks wi thin the in i tia ti ve, as well as our other ac tions in vo lving
wi der circ les of the so cie ty. 

Olym pus Re ady -to -We ar
A ga me pre pa red by AAlleess  ssiiaa  BBoorr  rriieell   lloo and LLuu  ddoo  vvii   ccaa  LLuu  ssvvaarr  ddii (phot.). Ales sia is a stu -
dent from the De part ment of Clas si cal Phi lo lo gy and Ita lian Stu dies at the Uni ver si ty of Bo -
lo gna and in Win ter term of 2019/20 ac com pli shed her Era smus Plus stay at the Fa cul ty of
“Ar tes Li be ra les” at the Uni ver si ty of War saw and par ti ci pa ted in the Our My thi cal Chil dho od
pro ject. Lu do vi ca is a gra du ate from Fa shion De sign at Po li tec ni co of Mi lan and con ti nu es
her tra ining at the The atri cal Ta ilo ring at Ac ca de mia del la Sca la. For mo re see: 
http://omc.ob ta.al.uw.edu.pl/re ady -to -we ar.
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Find the Force! 

Zbi gniew Ka ra szew ski, Find the For ce! (2020).

See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76LZWhhl5Q0.



Pa int (and Sing) Your Own An ti qu ity!

The ma te rials pre pa red by SSoo  nnyyaa  NNee  vviinn and SStteevvee  KK..  SSiimmoonnss (phot., see al so e.g.
http://omc.ob ta.al.uw.edu.pl/iris) on the ba se of the ir ama zing ani ma tions of the Gre ek va ses
(https://www.youtu be.com/chan nel/UClqmqU wyw Sy x0qZE -lRdLGg) and a set de di ca ted to the
Mu ses pre pa red by ZZbbii   ggnniieeww  KKaa  rraa  sszzeeww  sskkii (http://omc.ob ta.al.uw.edu.pl/pa int -the -mu ses)
in spi re and en co ura ge the au dien ce to le arn abo ut Clas si cal My tho lo gy in a cre ati ve way. 

In 2021 So nya and Ste ve pre pa red al so a tru ly my thi cal sur pri se – Sap pho’s po em abo ut the
wed ding of Hec tor and An do ma che has be en re con struc ted with the help from the emi nent
expert in an cient Gre ek mu sic PPrrooff..   AArr  mmaanndd  DD’’AAnn  ggoo  uurr and per for med by the ama zing
Gre ek ar tist AAll ii   kk ii   MMaarr  kkaann   ttoo   nnaa  ttoouu. You can li sten the po em via YouTu be chan nel 
and le arn mo re abo ut its re con struc tion he re: http://pa no plyc las sic san da ni ma tion.
blog spot.com/2021/05/a -pa no ply -in te rview -with -ali ki.html. 
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Steve K. Simons and So nya Ne vin. Tem pe ran ce, age 7, Ire land. Sappho: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QFkcmrH4XAg.

Panoply logo.

Oktawia, age 5, Po land.



Sketching on Olympus

On 29th April the exhibition ““SSkkeett  cchhiinngg  oonn
OOllyymm  ppuuss”” was in au gu ra ted at the Uni ver si ty
of War saw Gal le ry in the UW Li bra ry (BUW) –
at this po int we wish to thank Dr To masz Strà czek,
the He ad of the UW Gal le ry for his ho spi ta li ty.
The exhi bi tion, conceptualized by Hanna Pau-
louskaya, re spon ded to the ide as wi thin
the OOuurr  MMyy  tthhii  ccaall  NNaa  ttuu  rree sta ge and pre sen ted
works by chil dren from Be la rus and Ukra ine
(13 chil dren aged be twe en 5 and 15 years
old), cur ren tly li ving in War saw, on Gre ek 
my tho lo gy and mo re. The se dra wings we re
cre ated du ring clas ses in an art stu dio for chil -
dren “Цёплыкруг” (The Warm Circ le) fo un ded
in Sep tem ber 2020 by two Be la ru sian ar ti sts
from Minsk, gra du ates of the Be la ru sian 
Aca de my of Fi ne Arts: Ta tia na Kar pa cho va and 
Li za Mi kha dziuk.
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Michał Racewicz and his artwork.     

Poster of the exhibition.

Władzisława Racewicz and her artwork.

For mo re abo ut the exhi bi tion see he re: 
https://ourmy thi calchildhoodblog.wordpress.com/2021/06/05/sket ches -from -olym pus -in -the -uni ver si ty -of -war saw -gal le ry -eng -pl -by/.



An ti qu ity -Ca me ra -Ac tion! Eco lo gy Edi tion 

We or ga ni zed the third edi tion of the vi deo com pe ti tion ““AAnn  ttii   qquu  ii ttyy  --CCaa  mmee  rraa  --AAcc   ttiioonn!!”” for ele -
men ta ry and high scho ol stu dents with the ma in the me EEccoo  lloo  ggyy. We are ple ased to an no un ce
that the Ju ry de ci ded to award the 1st pri ze to the gro up “Bo go wie z Za na” from the 1st To masz
Zan High Scho ol with Bi lin gu al Bran ches in Wscho wa for the mo vie ““YYoouu  wwaanntt   ttoo  cchhaann  ggee  
tthhee  wwoorr lldd  ––  ssttaarrtt   wwiitthh  yyoouurr  sseell ff ””, with the te am’s tu tor To masz Woj na row ski.
The 2nd pri ze was awar ded to the “Ak cja Ani ma cja” gro up from the So cial Scho ol Com plex of the
So cial Edu ca tio nal So cie ty in Szcze ci nek for the film ““EEccoo  --mmyy  tthhss””, with the te am’s tu tor Jo lan ta Sier piƒ ska.
The 3rd pri ze – to the gro up “O.K. stu Dio” from the Krzysz tof Ka mil Ba czyƒ ski High Scho ol in No wa Sól for the
film ““((UUnn))ddii   vvii   nnee  ffaauulltt”” di rec ted by Oli via Ko Êciusz ko, tu to red by Iwo na Pasz kow ska, and a spe cial award was
gi ven to Ak cja Ani ma cja (Ju niors) gro up from the So cial Scho ol Com plex of the So cial Edu ca tio nal So cie ty in
Szcze ci nek for the film ““EEccoo  --ggooddss””, with the te am’s tu tor Jo lan ta Sier piƒ ska. The award ce re mo ny and work -
shops to ok pla ce on 27–28 April 2021. The par ti ci pants had the op por tu ni ty to le arn abo ut mo vies, thre atre,
and eco lo gy un der the ca re of the emi ment experts and ar ti sts: Dr Agniesz ka Ko ryt kow ska, the He ad of the Ju -
ry Krzysz tof Kor win -Pio trow ski, Dr Mi chał Olesz czyk, and Dr Ma ria Wi Êniew ska with the La bo ra to ry Le ader ship
– Gre en Ar tes. We en joy ed this me eting ve ry much and we are gra te ful for the par ti ci pants for the ir ti me! If you
wish to re ad mo re and watch the mo vies, see he re: 
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https://our my thi cal chil dho od blog.word press.com/2021/06/22/an ti qu ity -ca me ra -ac tion -the -re sults -of -the -mo vie -com pe ti tion -3rd -edi tion -eco lo gy/.

The Athena statue and the diploma,
phot. Tomasz Wojnarowski.

Screenshot from the winning movie.



ACCLAIM: Autism Connecting
with CLAssically-Inspired Mythology Network

The year 2021 brought also the development of the research on the
role of ancient myths in the work with autistic children. Susan Deacy
organized on 24 May the first AACCCCLLAAIIMM  NNeettwwoorrkk   oonnll iinnee  eevveenntt,
bringing together a range of speakers from a variety of backgrounds
and various areas of expertise from across the world to discuss autism
and mythology in children’s education. The important initiatives 
took place also under the Israeli wing, managed by Lisa Maurice in
collaboration with Ayelet Peer. For more see:
http://www.omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/acclaim. 

My ths from Ca me ro on

On 11 Ju ly 2021, He lia na Ono mo from the Ca me ro onian wing of the
pro ject ma na ged by Da niel A. Nkemleke, part ne red with so me non -
-pro fit or ga ni za tions and pre pa red aa  ddaayy  ooff  hhee  aalltthh  aanndd  ffuunn at the
Fo un da tion Fact Or pha na ge in Es sos, Yaoundé. The aim of the event
was to te ach chil dren abo ut pro per hy gie ne and en ter ta in them with
Ca me ro onian oral sto ries (incl. three my ths from the Our My thi cal 
Chil dho od da ta ba se) via a co lo uring bo ok, spe cial ly de si gned for this
pur po se. The re we re al so the
den tist and do ctor con sul ta tions.
Fi nal ly, a sto ry tel ling ses sion to ok
pla ce – it was held by Em ma nu el
Ma ta tey ou who is the au thor 
of ma ny chil dren’s bo oks 
and pro fes sor of oral li te ra tu re 
at Éco le Nor ma le Supérieu re. 
As He lia na re calls, “wor king on
this event was an in spi ring and
he ar twar ming expe rien ce”. Mo re 
in for ma tion and He lia na’s full
post (he re on ly short frag ments
ha ve be en used) will be pu bli -
shed so on on the OMC blog: 
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https://ourmythicalchildhoodblog.wordpress.com/.



Links
ERC We bsi te https://erc.eu ro pa.eu/
Cor dis We bsi te http://cor dis.eu ro pa.eu/pro ject/rcn/205179_en.html  
ERC’s In for ma tion on the Pro ject https://erc.eu ro pa.eu/pro jects -fi gu res/sto ries/lin king -clas si cal -an ti qu ity -and -mo dern -youth -cul tu re 
UW’s In for ma tion on the Pro ject www.en.uw.edu.pl/11th -erc -grant/ 
UW’s Clip on the Pro jekt www.youtu be.com/watch?v=sWMX5Nu DR rU 

Uni ver si ty of War saw www.en.uw.edu.pl 
Bar -Ilan Uni ve ri sty https://www1.biu.ac.il/in de xE.php 
Uni ver si ty of New En gland www.une.edu.au  
Uni ver si ty of Ro ehamp ton www.ro ehamp ton.ac.uk  
Uni ver si ty of Yaoundé 1 www.uy1.uni net.cm 

YouTu be www.youtu be.com/chan nel/UC6zvu 9E XsI 0g K5r SvgnQseQ  
Fa ce bo ok www.fa ce bo ok.com/Our My thi cal Chil dho od 
Twit ter www.twit ter.com/OMChil dho od 
In sta gram www.in sta gram.com/OMChil dho od 

Our My thi cal Chil dho od Su rvey http://www.omc.ob ta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth -su rvey 
An ti po de an Odys sey https://an ti po de ano dys sey.word press.com  
My tho lo gy and Au tism http://myth -au tism.blog spot.com  
Our My thi cal Chil dho od Blog https://our my thi cal chil dho od blog.word press.com/ 
Pa no ply Va se Ani ma tion Pro ject http://www.pa no ply.org.uk
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Fa cul ty of “Ar tes Li be ra les” www.old.al.uw.edu.pl/eng.php  
Cen tre for Stu dies on the Clas si cal Tra di tion (OB TA) www.ob ta.al.uw.edu.pl/en/in dex  
Cul tu ral Stu dies – Me di ter ra ne an Ci vi li za tion www.cs.al.uw.edu.pl  
Mo dern Gre ek Phi lo lo gy www.psh.al.uw.edu.pl  
Col le gium Ar tes Li be ra les www.clas.al.uw.edu.pl  
An th ro po zo olo gy www.az.uw.edu.pl  

Clu ster The Past for the Pre sent http://www.clu ster.ob ta.al.uw.edu.pl/ 
De part ment of Clas si cal Phi lo lo gy and Ita lian Stu dies, Uni ver si ty of Bo lo gna http://www.fic lit.uni bo.it/it  
De part ment of Hi sto ry and Cul tu res, Uni ver si ty of Bo lo gna http://www.di sci.uni bo.it/it
Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge https://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/
Fa cil ty of Hu ma ni ties, Uni ver si ty of Frie bo urg https://www.unifr.ch/let tres/fr/ 
Fa cul ty of Lan gu ages and Li te ra tu res, Lu dwig Ma xi mi lian Uni ver si ty of Mu nich http://www.fa k13.lmu.de 

Ale xan der von Hum boldt Fo un da tion www.hum boldt -fo un da tion.de/web/ho me.html  
“Ar tes Li be ra les In sti tu te“ Fo un da tion www.ial.org.pl  
Lo eb Clas si cal Li bra ry Fo un da tion www.lclf.ha rvard.edu  
Our My thi cal Chil dho od... The Clas sics and Chil dren’s Li te ra tu re be twe en East and West (Lo eb Pro ject, 2012–2013, ar chi ve we bsi te)  
www.omc.al.uw.edu.pl 
Cha sing My thi cal Be asts... (Hum boldt Pro ject, 2014–2017, ar chi ve we bsi te) www.my thi cal be asts.ob ta.al.uw.edu.pl  

Mi ko łaj Rej XI High Scho ol in War saw www.rej.edu.pl  
Mi ko łaj Rej XI Clas si cal Pro fi le www.fa ce bo ok.com/ju bi le usz -kla sy kla sycz nej/  
“Stru mie nie” High Scho ol in Jó ze fów www.stru mie nie.ster nik.edu.pl 
Bar tło miej No wo dwor ski I High Scho ol in Cra cow http://www.no wo dwo rek.kra kow.pl/
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Po lish Li te ra tu re for Chil dren and Young
Adults In spi red by Clas si cal An ti qu ity: 
A Ca ta lo gue
eds. Ka ta rzy na Mar ci niak, El˝ bie ta Ole chow ska,
Jo an na Kłos, Mi chał Ku char ski 
War saw 2013
www.al.uw.edu.pl/omc_ca ta lo gue 

Ta de usz Zie liƒ ski, 
Qu een of the Wind Ma idens. Pro lo gue 
in tro duc tion Mi chał Mi ze ra, trans la tion from the
Rus sian ori gi nal Ka ta rzy na To ma szuk, En glish
trans la tion and te xtu al no tes El˝ bie ta Ole chow ska
War saw 2013
www.al.uw.edu.pl/zie lin ski_qu een
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OBTA Studies in Classical Reception An ti qu ity and We at the Cen tre for Stu dies 
on the Clas si cal Tra di tion (OB TA)
ed. Ka ta rzy na Mar ci niak
War saw 2013
www.al.uw.edu.pl/an ti qu ity_and_we

An tyk i my w OÊrod ku Ba daƒ 
nad Tra dy cjà An tycz nà (OB TA)
[Po lish ver sion of the abo ve vo lu me]
ed. Ka ta rzy na Mar ci niak
War saw 2013
www.al.uw.edu.pl/an tyk_i_my

Clas si cal An ti qu ity on Com mu nist Sta ge 
in Po land: An cient The atre as an Ide olo gi cal
Me dium. A Cri ti cal Re view
ed. El˝ bie ta Ole chow ska
War saw 2015
www.al.uw.edu.pl/the atre_com mu nist



De amicitia. Transdisciplinary Studies
on Friendship
eds. Katarzyna Marciniak and El˝bieta Olechowska
Warsaw 2016
www.al.uw.edu.pl/amicitia

Bibliographical Dictionary of Polish Women
Classicists: 20th Century
ed. El˝bieta Olechowska
Warsaw 2018
http://al.uw.edu.pl/book/biographical-dictionary-
-of-polish-women-classicists-20th-century/

De viris mulieribusque illustribus
ed. Katarzyna Marciniak with Barbara Bibik,
Janusz Ryba, Barbara Strycharczyk,
Anna Wojciechowska
Warsaw 2019
www.omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/dvm
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Curate,
ut quam optime valeatis!
See you next time in Warsaw,
on a new mythical adventure!

Naturae cognoscere causas
eds.Katarzyna Marciniak, Janusz Ryba,
Barbara Strycharczyk, Olga Strycharczyk,
Anna Wojciechowska
Warsaw 2021
www.al.uw.edu.pl/naturaecausas
(PDF will be available soon)
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