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General information

Title of the work The Fairly OddParents (Series, S01E04b): Apartnership!

Studio/Production Company Nickelodeon Animation Studios, Frederator Studios, Billionfold
Studios

Country of the First Edition United States of America

Country/countries of
popularity worldwide

Original Language English

First Edition Date 2001

First Edition Details
Apartnership! (The Fairly OddParents series), S01E04b. Directed by
Butch Hartman, Jaime Diaz, Nickelodeon Animation Studios,
Frederator Studios, Billionfold Studios, April 20, 2001, 12 min.

Running time 12 min

Date of the First DVD or VHS DVD – The Fairly OddParents: Boys in the Band, release: September
13, 2004.

Official Website www.nick.co.uk (accessed: June 9, 2020)

Available Onllne YouTube (accessed: June 9, 2020)

http://www.omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/tag/854
https://www.flickr.com/photos/84568447@N00/2131969820
https://www.flickr.com/photos/84568447@N00/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
http://www.nick.co.uk/search?q=fairly+odd+parents
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DA8Lh5zkiIU
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/1029
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Awards

The series received multiple nominations and awards, among
them: 
2002 and 2003 – BMI Film & TV Awards – BMI Cable Award for Butch
Hartman, Ron Jones, and Guy Moon;
2004 – 31th Annie Awards – Outstanding Storyboarding in an
Animated Television Production – Dave Thomas (“Pipe down”);
2005 – 57th Primetime Emmy Awards – Outstanding Individual
Achievement in Animation – Gordon Hammond (“Shelf Life”);
2010 – 37th Daytime Emmy Awards – Outstanding Sound Mixing –
Live Action and Animation – Michael Beiriger and Ray Leonard and
for Dave Thomas (“Dadbracadbra”).

Genre Animated television programs, Television cartoon shows

Target Audience Crossover (Children)

Author of the Entry Anna Mik, University of Warsaw, anna.m.mik@gmail.com

Peer-reviewer of the Entry

Elżbieta Olechowska, University of Warsaw,
elzbieta.olechowska@gmail.com 
Daniel A. Nkemleke, University of Yaoundé 1,
nkemlekedan@yahoo.com 
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Creators

Butch Hartman by Gage
Skidmore, 2009.
Retrieved from
Wikimedia Commons,
licensed under CC BY-SA
3.0 (accessed: January
10, 2022).

Earlmer Earl “Butch” Hartman IV , b. 1965
(Director)

Earlmer Earl “Butch” Hartman IV is an American animator, illustrator,
YouTuber, and voice actor. During his studies at the California Institute
of the Arts in Valencia, CA, he participated in some major projects,
inter alia: My Little Pony (Hasbro Studios) and Pocahontas (Walt Disney
Pictures). However, his input was not significant. After gaining relevant
experience working for these companies, he started to work for other
big animation companies, like Hanna-Barbera and Cartoon Network.
Not being recognized right away, Hartman’s famous works came later
in his career: T.U.F.F. Puppy (TV-series, 2010–2015), Bunsen is a Beast
(TV-series,  2004–2009; 2017–2018),  and The Fairly OddParents  (TV-
series,  2001–2017).  Currently,  Hartman  runs  his  own  company
Billionfold Inc. (which produced The Fairly OddParents for Nickelodeon),
as well  as the YouTube channel:  Hobby Family TV (link; formerly –
HobbyKids  Adventures).  He  lives  with  his  family  in  Bell  Canyon,
California.

Bio prepared by Anna Mik, University of Warsaw,
anna.m.mik@gmail.com

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Butch_Hartman_by_Gage_Skidmore.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://www.youtube.com/user/HobbyKidsTV
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/1029
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Additional information

Casting Timmy Turner – Tara Strong,

Wanda/Mom – Susanne Blakeslee,

Cosmo/Dad – Daran Norris,

Vicky/Medusa/Artemis – Grey Griffin, 

Mr. Crocker – Carlos Alazraqui,

Cosmo’s Mom – Jane Carr,

Cupid – Tom Kenny.

Adaptations Namely: 

The Fairly Oddparents… 

…Enter the Cleft! – Game Boy Advanced (2002).

…Breakin’ da Rules – Game Boy Advanced, Game Cube, Play Station 2,
Xbox, Windows – exclusively in North America (2003).

…Shadow Showdown – Game Boy Advanced, Game Cube, Play Station
2, Windows (2004).

…Clash with the Anti-World – Game Boy Advanced (2005).

Sequels, Prequels and
Spin-offs

Previous episode (S01E04a): Father Time!

The following episode (S01E05a): Chin Up!

Summary Premise of the series: Timmy Tuner is a 10-year old only child living
with  his  parents  in  the  suburbs  of  Dimmsdale,  a  fictional  town
somewhere in California. Every time Mom and Dad (we don’t know
their  names)  go  out,  they  leave  him  with  the  evil  16  years  old
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babysitter,  Vicky.  The life with dull  parents and a wicked teenager
changes when the Fairly OddParents, Wanda and Cosmo, appear out of
nowhere to grant the boy’s wishes. Almost every time they get Timmy
in trouble and ultimately teach him a valuable life lesson. The show is
kept in a humorous, sometimes even absurd, style.

In Apartnership! Timmy celebrates two anniversaries: of his parents’
and OddParents’ marriages. He wishes to prepare a dinner for Mom
and Dad, however,  his plans get ruined due to Cosmo and Wanda
argument. Cosmo, thinking that Wanda has forgotten their anniversary
(while actually, she has not), leaves Timmy and goes to his mother’s
house in Fairy World. Cosmo’s mom hates Wanda and denies that her
son ever got married to her. Timmy and Wanda follow Cosmo to Fairly
World  and  confront  him  and  his  mother.  After  a  huge  fight,  Cosmo’s
mother suggests that the couple should test their  relationship in a
dating show, where, if it is true love, they can save their marriage.
Actually,  she wants to trick the fairies and arrange a marriage for
Cosmo with one of her perfect looking fairy-robots: Star or Twinkle. 

“The Fairy Dating Game” is hosted by the one and only Cupid, the god
of love and by one of the fairies. Besides loving himself and being in a
centre of attention, Cupid loves money. Cosmo’s mother uses that and
bribes the host to make Wanda look bad in comparison to Star and
Twinkle. At the end of the show, Cupid plans to shoot the magic love
arrows to the winning contestants to solidify their love (which would
make them be in love forever). 

Timmy sees through Cosmo’s mother’s plan and tricks her by shooting
one of the arrows at Cupid – who falls in love with the evil fairy. The
boy dresses up as Cupid and makes Cosmo choose Wanda. The couple
of OddParents falls in each other’s arms and ultimately – the true love
wins. 

Analysis In Apartnership!  Cupid plays a rather typical  role,  according to his
ancient roots. He is a symbol of love and lovers. Just like in Hellenistic
art, as well as in later periods, his attributes are bow and arrow, with
which he makes mortals fall in love. The tradition of associating Cupid
with love and depicting him as a plump baby with wings was present in
almost every cultural period: whether he was presented as a tragic
character (like in the myth of Cupid and Psyche) or as one of the
amorini, adorable babies in the renaissance art, inspired by the late
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ancient Roman tradition. Nowadays, Cupid is a commercial symbol of
love,  appearing  on  Valentine  cards  and  chocolate  boxes.  In
Apartnership!  his  portrayal  is  only  slightly  different.  

In the episode, Cupid is presented as a not really nice god. In spite of
being a god of love, he is not showing much love to other characters:
he is greedy, egocentric, narcissistic, and shallow. Not only is he easily
manipulated, he turns out to be less powerful than he claims: when
Timmy replaces him, he proves that true love always wins. Cupid ends
up to be only an empty symbol of the contemporary idea of love, that
has lost its original power. Just like the mythical god, the emotion was
commercialized – not only in the Fairy World.

Classical, Mythological,
Traditional Motifs,
Characters, and
Concepts

Cupid

Other Motifs, Figures,
and Concepts Relevant
for Children and Youth
Culture

Authority Child, children Good vs evil Humour Love Magic Magic powers
Parents (and children) Pop culture references Rejection

Further Reading Bignell, Jonathan, Postmodern Media Culture, Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press, 2000. 

Kelen, Christopher and Björn Sundmark, eds., Child Autonomy and
Child Governance in Children’s Literature: Where Children Rule,
London, New York, NY: Routledge, 2017. 

Parandowski, Jan, Mitologia. Wierzenia i podania Greków i Rzymian
[Mythology. Beliefs and Legends of Greeks and Romans], Poznań:
Wydawnictwo Poznańskie, 1989 (ed. pr. 1924). 

Singer, Dorothy G. and Jerome L. Singer, eds., Handbook of Children
and the Media, Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publication, Inc., 2012. 
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Addenda Translations: Multiple languages 
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