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Anatol’ Viartsinski , b. 1931
(Author)

Anatol’ Viartsinski (AHaTonb BsapuiHcki) is a Belarusian poet,
playwright, publicist, critic and translator. He was born in the village of

Anatol Viartsinski. Dziameshkava in Vitsebsk region. He graduated from the Faculty of
Courtesy of Aleksandr Journalism, Belarusian State University (1956). In 1956-1962 he was an
Zhdanovich editorial board member in a number of district newspapers (in David-
(budzma.by). Haradok, Kamianets, Klimavichy, Rahachou). In 1962 he moved to

Minsk and collaborated with the local Literature and Art newspaper,
was an editor of Belarus publishing house, and in 1986-1990 worked as
an editor-in-chief at the already mentioned Literature and Art. Anatol’
Viartsinski used to be a Member of the Writers' Union of the USSR
(1964-1991) and is a member of the Belarusian PEN Center (since
1989). In 1990-1995 he was a deputy to the Supreme Council of
Belarus, and acted as deputy chairman of the permanent Commission
on publicity, mass media and human rights. Anatol’ Viartsinski is
famous for his poetry collections and journalistic works, he translated
foreign plays for theater companies and wrote plays for children, e.g.
Thank you, thank you very much! (1978), Say your name, soldier
(1977), Hephaestus - the friend of Prometheus (1983, staged in 1984 ).
Anatol’ Viartsinski was awarded the State Prize of the BSSR.

Bio prepared by Maria Pushkina, National Academic Janka Kupata
Theatre, maryiapushkina@gmail.com
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Summary The story begins with a poetic prologue where Prometheus briefly gives
answers to some questions and tells his story: “While the audience is
getting into the mood for the performance, while the lights are fading
out and the tableau curtains are being slowly drawn apart (this time
they are drawn apart all too slowly), the dialogue starts, a question
followed by the answer. The questions are asked by our time, by our
contemporaries, by ourselves; they come from somewhere near, this
side of the ramp. The answers are given by the past and they come
from somewhere out there, from upstage”. After that the action is
transferred to the forge of Hephaestus, where Prometheus tells his
friend how difficult it is to live on earth and how people suffer after the
mighty tyrant Zeus left them with no fire. Friends vow to each other
with the strongest oath ("the sacred river") that they "will do
everything to give fire to people and will continue to faithfully and
eternally act in name of big deeds." Zeus decides to bring Hephaestus
back to Olympus and first sends Hermes to him, followed by Dionysus
with nectar and ambrosia and by Aphrodite. Hephaestus is tempted, he
gets access to the Olympic hearth and immediately shares fire with his
friend Prometheus, who decided to live among poor mortal people.
Prometheus brings fire to people. Zeus becomes furious, he orders his
new servant Hephaestus to chain his friend to the rock and pierce his
belly with a cane every day. (“Later on, people’s imagination will
create an eagle that flies daily to the rock to peck Prometheus’ liver.
People love such beautiful sentimental stories, but there was no eagle
in reality.”) Prometheus takes all the blame, and Hephaestus chains his
friend to the rock, defeated by the will of Zeus.

Analysis The play presents a simplified version of the myth about Prometheus
with a special attention to the conflict between authority and
personality. The image of Prometheus is influenced by the rules of
socialist realism (although the play doesn’t belong to that period: he
accomplishes a heroic deed in the name of human happiness.
However, the author isn’t focused on Prometheus. Hephaestus instead
draws his attention. The rejected god faces a choice between
friendship and blessings of Olympus that come along with
subordination to the supreme power. The play clearly, though not
directly, condemns the choice of Hephaestus who obeyed the tyranny
of Zeus because of his love to the people.
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The world of mythological characters is supposed to be a
representative combination of heroic and romantic features, but the
characters' histories are modified for a greater probability of conflict
between them (the main characters can be represented as general
ideas). So Zeus is a pretentious, uncaring tyrant, Apollo is mentioned to
be the ex-lover of Aphrodite, and Hephaestus is ordered to pierce
Prometheus' body, which should sharpen the conflict of the play.
Combining these generalized features of classical characters the
author wants to talk with the younger audience about "true friendship"
in difficult circumstance. The details add to creating the plausibility
effect, e.g. Prometheus uses a piece of ferula to transport the fire.
Poetic fragments in the text refer to choral traditions of ancient
dramas, although the metrical foot does not correspond to traditions.
One can distinguish a prologue with a short description of further
events; parodos, which briefly describes the history of Hephaestus and
creates the right sublime mood, and exodus with the departure of the
main characters and the final words by Prometheus. The structure of
society in the play reflects the model of the world that the young
audience is supposed to fight against by using their friendship,
courage, and selflessness. We could say, that the play didactically
embodies the ideology of the times - late Soviet period with it's
particular attention to the new generation and it’s upbringing.

Aphrodite Bacchantes Briareus / Briareos Dionysus / Dionysos

Classical, Mythological, Hephaestus Hermes Oceanides Prometheus Satyr(s) Themis Zeus
Traditional Motifs,

Characters, and
Concepts

Conflict Friendship Heroism Hierarchy Individuality Journeys Justice

Other Motifs, Figures, Knowledge Morality Relationships Travel
and Concepts Relevant

for Children and Youth
Culture

Further Reading Trafimchyk, Anatol [Tpacdimuybik, AHaTONb], benapyckas A3iua4yas
apamaTtyprisa [Belarusian dramaturgy forchildren (Belaruskaia
dzitsiachaia dramaturhiia)], Minsk: NMamepsbl: [Pamery] 2012, 128.
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Addenda Genre: Mythological drama. Anatol’ Viartsinski describes it himsef as a
“mythological drama”.

The book’s title written with the use of the Belarusian Latin script,
tacinka (latsinka): Hefiest - druh Prameteja.
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