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The Return from Olympus [Bo3spamenue ¢ Onumna

Title of the work (Vozvrashchenie s Olimpa)]

Studio/Production Company Soyuzmultfilm

Country of the First Edition Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR)

Country/countries of popularity | Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

Original Language Russian

First Edition Date 1969

BosgpaweHue ¢ Oaumna [The Return from Olympus
(Vozvrashchenie s Olimpa)]. Directed by Aleksandra Snezhko-
Blotskaia, script by Aleksei Simukov. Moscow: Soyuzmultfilm,
1969.

First Edition Details

Running time 19 min 48 sec

Date of the First DVD or VHS | 2005 (DVD)

0

The movie is available on the “Soyuzmultfilm” YouTube channel

Available Onllne (accessed: August 17, 2018).

Animated films, Hand-drawn animation (traditional animation)*,

Genre Myths, Short films
Target Audience Children (6+)
Author of the Entry Hanna Paulouskaya, University of Warsaw, hannapa@al.uw.edu.pl

Elzbieta Olechowska, University of Warsaw,
Peer-reviewer of the Entry elzbieta.olechowska@gmail.com
Lisa Maurice, Bar-Ilan University, lisa.maurice@biu.ac.il

2

This Project has received funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under the European
Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme under grant agreement No 681202, Our
Mythical Childhood... The Reception of Classical Antiquity in Children’s and Young Adults’ Culture
in Response to Regional and Global Challenges, ERC Consolidator Grant (2016-2021), led by Prof.
Katarzyna Marciniak, Faculty of “Artes Liberales” of the University of Warsaw.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GrYVN_pjOqo
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/59

Hanna Paulouskaya, "Entry on: The Return from Olympus [Bo3spamienue ¢ Onumna (Vozvrashchenie s Olimpa)] by Aleksei
Simukov, Aleksandra Snezhko-Blotskaia", peer-reviewed by Elzbieta Olechowska and Lisa Maurice. Our Mythical Childhood Survey
(Warsaw: University of Warsaw, 2018). Link: http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/59. Entry version as of July 12, 2026.

Aleksei Simukov, 1904 - 1995
(Screenwriter, Scriptwriter)

Aleksei Simukov was born in St Petersburg, in a family belonging to
the intelligentsia. He received classical education at the Third
Classical Gymnasium (the only one in St Petersburg where Greek and
Latin was taught at the time). In 1925 Aleksei Simukov moved to
Moscow. He studied at the art studio of Ilya Mashkov at the
Association of the Artists of Revolutionary Russia (AKhRR) and also at
the Maxim Gorky Literature Institute.

He began writing plays for theatre and cinema, including animation.
He preferred comical and lyrical genres, following the tradition of the
19th-century Russian theatre.

Aleksei Simukov was a lecturer at the Maxim Gorky Literature
Institute. He was a literary editor of the Soyuzmultfilm studio
(1944-1946), worked at the Ministry of cinematography of the USSR
(1947-1950), later at the Union of Soviet Writers (1950s), and still
later at the Theatre Department of the Ministry of Culture of the
USSR (1964-1971) having influence on the repertory of the theaters
in the country.

In his memoirs Simukov writes about scripts for the movies of
Aleksandra Snezhko-Blotskaia about the Greek mythology. He says
that at that time he became fascinated by myths. They inspired him to
continue developing this theme and he also wrote two plays about the
Greek mythology. These were I'opu, 2opu AcHo (Burn, Burn, Brightly)
about Heracles and Prometheus, and B32aa0 Medy3u: (A Glance of
Medusa) about Perseus.

His life spanned pre-revolutionary and post-Soviet Russia; he finished
his memoirs in 1994, a year before he died.

Source:

Simukov, Aleksei, Yepmos mocm, uau Mos oHcu3Hb Kak nblAUHKA
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Hcmopuu [A Devil's Bridge or My Life as a Speck of History], Moskva:
Agraf, 2008.

Bio prepared by Hanna Paulouskaya, University of Warsaw,
hannapa@al.uw.edu.pl

Aleksandra Snezhko-Blotskaia , 1909 - 1980
(Director)

Aleksandra Snezhko-Blotskaia was a Russian animator and movie
director.

Born in Vovchansk in Kharkiv Oblast (today in Ukraine), she later
moved to Moscow oblast and Moscow. In 1925-26 she studied at the
Fedor Rerberg Art School. In 1926 she joined an art studio at the
Association of the Artists of Revolutionary Russia (AKhRR). She also
studied at the Architecture and Construction Institute.

From 1934 she worked at animation. First, at the Coo3kuHOTEXHHKA
([Soviet] Union Cinema Techniques), then at the Experimental
Cartoon Studio directed by Victor Fédorovich Smirnov, at the
Mexpabmompunbm (Movies for Workers International Relief). She
started as animator, then for a long time worked as assistant-director
for Ivan Ivanov-Vano. From 1956 she worked independently and
produced film adaptations of fairy tales of different nations: Verlioka
(a Russian folktale, 1957), Aumapnuiti 3amok ([An Amber Castle], a
Lithuanian folktale, 1959), IpakoH ([A Dragon], a Burmese folktale,
1960-61), YyodecHuiti cad ([A Miraculous Garden], a Kazakh folktale,
1962), [Iouv conruya ([The Sun’s Daughter], a Chukchi folktale, 1964).

She also adapted Rikki-Tikki-Tavi (1965) and The Cat that Walked by
Himself (1968) by Rudyard Kipling as well as Ckaska o 3010mom
nemywke ([The Tale of the Golden Cockerel], 1967) by Alexander
Pushkin.

In 1969-74 she produced a series of movies about Greek mythology
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commissioned by the Ministry of Education of the
USSR: Bosspawerue ¢ Oaumna (The Return from Olympus, 1969),
JlabupuHm - nodsuau Teces (Labyrinth, the Deeds of Theseus,
1970-71), Argonauts (1972), Perseus (1973), Prometheus (1974). It
was the most important series of animated movies about Greek
mythology ever made in the USSR. The Return from Olympus was the
first movie in the series Legends and Myths of Ancient Greece.

Source:

Bogdanova, Siuzanna, “O4epku U XKU3HU U TBOPUECTBE AJIEKCAHPHI
I'aBpunoBHEl CHexkKo-Bonko#” [Essays on the Life and Work of
Aleksandra Gavrilovna Snezhko-Blotskaia], Kurnorpad 19 (2008):
207-240.

Bio prepared by Hanna Paulouskaya, University of Warsaw,
hannapa@al.uw.edu.pl
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Summary Heracles in company of Zeus’ Eagle returns to Earth for one night. In
the sanctuary, they see a statue of Heracles and black figure frescoes
presenting his labours (“all twelve of them”). Looking at the frescoes
Heracles and the Eagle retell some of the labours. The apples of
Hesperides and the liberation of Prometheus are presented as short
stories within the main plot.

While reminiscing about the past, the heroes discuss whether
Heracles acted by the will of the gods or from free will. The Eagle
expresses the opinion that all the deeds of Heracles were planned
beforehand by the gods. Heracles believes that he always acted on his
own will.

On the way back to Olympus Heracles sees some of the defeated
monsters still unconquered: the Hydra transformed into a swastika,
the Stymphalian birds transformed into fighter planes, and a black
man chained like Prometheus and beaten by a soldier. This convinces
Heracles to stay on Earth and continue his fight.

Analysis This movie was commissioned by the Ministry of Education of the
USSR and it was the first movie about Greek and Roman mythology
produced for the audience of the entire Soviet Union. The idea was to
present some of the Greek myths to the Soviet public and to show
their relevance to that time. The myths had to be transformed in order
to match the Soviet ideology. I would like to present a few of such
modifications.

At the beginning of the movie, Heracles is presented as a typical
Russian fairy-tale or “byliny” character (he looks like a typical
“bogatyr” from art and cinema, cf. paintings of Viktor Vasnetsov). He
shares the values of farmers: “to feel the earth under the feet”, “to
knead the stem of roadside grass”. Heracles is bored on Olympus, like
a farmer left with nothing to do.

In the scenes in the temple, Heracles talks like an honoured veteran
back from the war. For example, he generously praises artists who
have depicted his deeds (“Well done, artists! You've portrayed me
truthfully!”)
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The gods on the Mount Olympus are portrayed as indolent absentee
landowners who spend their life listening to music, chatting and
watching what happens on Earth.

Monsters are presented as enemies of the Soviet Union: they display
fascist emblems, oppress people, and are eager for war.

The image of the Eagle is complex. The bird is black and resembles
the German eagle. It behaves like a dog following Heracles. Aleksei
Simukov wrote that he wanted to show the Eagle as “an unimportant
KGB agent”.*

All the heroes of the movie are grown-ups. It is hard to say if the
authors intended the animation to be watched by children. Today
“Kunonouck” ("Kinopoisk") - the Russian equivalent of IMDDb - defines
the target age for the movie as older than 12.

* Simukov, Aleksei [Anekceu CumyKkoB],YepToB MoCT, unu Mos XKU3Hb
Kak neitnHKa uctopum [The Devil's Bridge or My Life as a Speck of
History (Chértov most, ili Moia zhizn' kak pylinka istorii)], Moskva:
Agraf, 2008, 315.

Classical, Mythological,
Traditional Motifs,
Characters, and
Concepts

Aphrodite Apollo Apples of the Hesperides Ares Athena Atlas
Centaur(s) Eurystheus Greek Art Hera Heracles Hydra Nereus

Nymphs Olympus Poseidon Prometheus Stymphalian Birds Twelve
Labours of Heracles Zeus

Other Motifs, Figures,
and Concepts Relevant
for Children and Youth
Culture

Authority Conflict Heroism Obedience

Further Reading

Bogdanova, Siuzanna [BormanoBa, Cio3anHa], “O4epku 0 XKU3HU U
TBOpUecTBe AnekcaHApkl ['aBpunoBHE CHeXKO-brnomkon” [Essays on
the Life and Work of Aleksandra Gavrilovna Snezhko-Blotskaia
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(Ocherki o zhizni i tvorchestve Aleksandry Gavrilovny Snezhko-
Blotskoi)], Kinograf 19 (2008): 207-240.

Simukov, Aleksei [Cumykos, Anexceii], YepToB MoCT, unu Mosi Ku3Hb
Kak neiuHKa uctopuu [The Devil's Bridge or My Life as a Speck of
History (Chértov most, ili Moia zhizn' kak pylinka istorii)], Moskva:
Agraf, 2008.

Paulouskaya, Hanna, “Steht Herakles fur den Westen? Oder: die
griechisch-romische Antike im sowjetischen Animationsfilm”, in
Verjiingte Antike. Griechisch-romische Mythologie und Historie in
zeitgenossischen Kinder- und Jugendmedien, herausgegeben von
Markus Janka und Michael Stierstorfer, Heidelberg:
Universitatsverlag Winter, 2017, 287-312.

Profile at animator.ru (accessed: August 17, 2018).
Profile at imdb.com (accessed: August 17, 2018).

Profile at kinopoisk.ru (accessed: August 17, 2018).

Addenda

The Remaining Production Credits

Music by Vitaly Geviksman (1924-2007); Cinematography by Boris
Kotov (1922-1984); Art direction by Aleksandr Trusov (1912-1988);
Sound director Boris Filchikov;

Animators: Yuri Butyrin, Boris Butakov, Vadim Dolgikh, Nikolai
Fédorov; Leonid Kaiukov, Elizaveta Komova, Oleg Safronov; Viktor
Shevkov.

Date of the First VHS and DVD Edition:

According to Wikipedia, the movie was released in the 1980s on VHS
in the series “BupeonporpamMmma ['ockuro CCCP” [Video program of
the State Committee for Cinematography of the USSR
(Videoprogramma Goskino SSSR)]. I have been unable to confirm this
information.

The movie was released on DVD in 2005 by Film Video Association
“Kpynueii nnan” [Close-up (Krupnyi plan)] in a collection of movies
called JlezeHOvl u muguwl Ipesnetl I'peuuu [Legends and Myths of
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Ancient Greece (Legendy i mify Drevneil Gretsii)]. The DVD contains
also movies IIpomemeii [Prometheus (Prometei)], Ap2oHasmul
[Argonauts (Argonavty)] by Aleksandra Snezhko-Blotskaia and I'epaka
y Admema [Hercules at the Court of Admetus (Gerakl u Admeta)] by
Anatolii Petrov.

Another release of the movie on DVD was in 2009 by the same
company. The DVD is the second disc of a series of animations
produced by Aleksandra Snezhko-Blotskaia and is called Kom,
Komopolil 2yasaa cam no cebe [The Cat that Walked by Himself (Kot,
kotoryi gulal sam po sebe)], in @uavmur A. CHedcko-baoyKol, 8bin.
2 [Movies by A. Snezhko-Blotskaia, Disc 2 (Filmy A. Snezhko-Blotskoi,

vyp. 2)].

All links accessed: May 25, 2018.
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