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Russ Daff (Author, Illustrator)

Russ is a British author and illustrator from Cambridge, UK. He
graduated from Falmouth School of Art in 1993 and he works for the
computer games industry as well as creating illustrations and
cartoons.

Source:

Profile at cambridge-illustrators.co.uk (accessed: July 19, 2019).

Bio prepared by Ayelet Peer, Bar-Ilan University,
ayelet.peer@gmail.com
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Summary This is the second book in Russ Daff’s Mini Myth series, which retells
myths in comic form for children. The first book introduced Perseus
and his quest to slay Medusa. This book continues the adventures of
Perseus. At the end of the previous book, Perseus was rewarded by
Zeus with Pegasus, the flying horse. In this book, Perseus arrives at
Joppa and saves Princess Andromeda. Andromeda’s mother vainly
boasts that her daughter is more beautiful than the sea nymphs. The
nymphs are angry and wish for revenge. Poseidon then sends a sea-
monster against the city and demands the sacrifice of Andromeda.
Zeus intervenes and makes Perseus to go to Joppa, and Aphrodite
casts a love spell on him and Andromeda. Perseus then kills the
monster and saves Andromeda. Together they continue to Seriphos
and Perseus rescues Danae from having to marry the king, Polydectes.
The king gazes at Medusa’s head and turns to stone and Perseus
remains with his mother and Andromeda on the island.

Analysis The first book emphasized the role of the gods as benevolent. This
book also opens with Cassiopeia who tells Andromeda that they are
blessed by the gods. Zeus and Athena are once again portrayed as
carrying for humans while Poseidon and Hera seem less affectionate
and more determined to keep the humans in check.

The author promotes modern ideas of feminine equality and power by
having Andromeda refuse to be treated like an object (the "jewel of
the kingdom" as her mother calls her). Her mother boasts that she is
more beautiful than the sea nymphs and thus makes them angry. Yet
this anger is defused and non-threatening since, in keeping with the
comic tone of the books, Poseidon agrees to avenge his daughters
because he cannot bear listening to them complain anymore.

The book ends with Zeus benignly watching the events and noting that
Perseus is the first mortal hero of many. Thus the ending, as in the
first book, continues the motif of the caring god and the heroic
Perseus. This book places less emphasis on Perseus’ piety and focuses
more on his fighting the monster, and on the different female
characters who move the plot (Cassiopeia, Hera, the sea nymphs,
Athena, and Aphrodite). As mentioned above, this shows the more
feminist tone of this book, as well as its focus more on action than on

3

This Project has received funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under the European
Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme under grant agreement No 681202, Our
Mythical Childhood... The Reception of Classical Antiquity in Children’s and Young Adults’ Culture
in Response to Regional and Global Challenges, ERC Consolidator Grant (2016-2021), led by Prof.
Katarzyna Marciniak, Faculty of “Artes Liberales” of the University of Warsaw.



http://www.omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/805
http://www.omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/805
http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/804

Ayelet Peer, "Entry on: Perseus and Andromeda (Mini Myth, 2) by Russ Daff", peer-reviewed by Lisa Maurice and Susan Deacy.
Our Mythical Childhood Survey (Warsaw: University of Warsaw, 2019). Link: http://omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/myth-survey/item/804.
Entry version as of July 12, 2026.

the contemplations of the hero (which were discussed in the first
book).

Classical, Mythological
Traditional Motifs,
Characters, and
Concepts

Andromeda Aphrodite Athena Cassiopeia Danae Hera Pegasus

) Perseus Poseidon Zeus

Other Motifs, Figures,
and Concepts Relevant
for Children and Youth
Culture

Adventure Conflict Heroism Love

Addenda

The review refers to the Kindle edition.
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